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FIRST READING   Exodus 22:20-26 

A reading from the book of Exodus 
If you are harsh with the widow or the orphan, my anger will rage against 
you. 
 

The Lord said to Moses, 'Tell the sons of Israel this, "You must not molest 
the stranger or oppress him, for you lived as strangers in the land of Egypt. 
You must not be harsh with the widow, or with the orphan; if you are harsh 
with them, they will surely cry out to me, and be sure I shall hear their cry; 
my anger will flare and I shall kill you with the sword, your own wives will 
be widows, your own children orphans. 
 

"If you lend money to any of my people, to any poor man among you, you 
must not play the usurer with him: you must not demand interest from 
him. 
 

"If you take another's cloak as a pledge, you must give it back to him before 
sunset. It is all the covering he has; it is the cloak he wraps his body in; what 
else would he sleep in? If he cries to me, I will listen, for I am full of pity."' 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM   Ps 17:2-4, 47, 51 

R. I love you, Lord, my strength. 

I love you, Lord, my strength, 
my rock, my fortress, my saviour. 
My God is the rock where I take refuge; 
 



 

 
 

 
my shield, my mighty help, my stronghold. 
The Lord is worthy of all praise: 

when I call I am saved from my foes. R. 
 

Long life to the Lord, my rock! 
Praised be the God who saves me. 
He has given great victories to his king 

and shown his love for his anointed. R. 
 

 
 

 
 

SECOND READING  1 Thessalonians 1:5-10 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians 
You turned away from idols to serve God and await his Son. 
 

You observed the sort of life we lived when we were with you, which was 
for your instruction, and you were led to become imitators of us, and of the 
Lord; and it was with the joy of the Holy Spirit that you took to the gospel, 
in spite of the great opposition all round you. This has made you the great 
example to all believers in Macedonia and Achaia since it was from you that 
the word of the Lord started to spread - and not only throughout 
Macedonia and Achaia, for the news of your faith in God has spread 
everywhere. We do not need to tell other people about it: other people tell 
us how we started the work among you, how you broke with idolatry when 
you were converted to God and became servants of the real, living God; 
and how you are now waiting for Jesus, his Son, whom he raised from the 
dead, to come from heaven to save us from the retribution which is 
coming. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   John 14:23 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

All who love me will keep my words, 

and my Father will love them and we will come to them. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL   Matthew 22:34-40 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
You shall love the Lord your God and your neighbour as yourself. 
 

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees they got 
together and, to disconcert him, one of them put a question, 'Master, 
which is the greatest commandment of the Law?' Jesus said, 'You must love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
mind. This is the greatest and the first commandment. The second 
resembles it: You must love your neighbour as yourself. On these two 
commandments hang the whole Law, and the Prophets also.' 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

WORD FROM THE dean 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Dear Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors, 
 

 

We welcome a large group of people from all across the Archdiocese receiving the 

Sacrament of Confirmation at the Sunday 10.30 Mass! And we have special Mass at 3pm to 

“farewell” the major relic of St Carlo Acutis which has been in Australia for several months. 

The relic of the saint will then return to the Diocese of Assisi, where St Carlo’s body is 

enshrined. 

Speaking of saints, a reminder that next Sunday, 1 November, is All Saints Day, and 

Monday 2nd is, of course, All Souls. November is the month when our custom is to especially 

pray for the souls of the dead. From the beginning the Church has honoured the memory of 

the dead and offered prayers in suffrage for them, above all the Eucharistic sacrifice, so that, 

thus purified, they may attain the beatific vision of God. The Church also commends 

almsgiving, indulgences, and works of penance undertaken on behalf of the dead. 

And now for our “Year of Saints” at St Mary’s Cathedral, I would like to mention the following, 

whose names are among those listed in the Martyrology for this week: 

Saint Eata was Bishop of Hexham in England in the 7th Century. He was educated as a 

young monk by St Aiden, and he is recorded as being a man of great graciousness and 

simplicity; Saint Bean was a bishop at Mortlach in Scotland in the 11th Century;  

Blessed John Slade was born in Dorsetshire, England, in the 1500’s. He studied at New 

College Oxford, but was expelled for being a Catholic. He then went to Douai to study law. 

However, because he was a Catholic he was not permitted to practice as a lawyer. He 

became a tutor in Dorset, but eventually he was arrested for being a “very dangerous Papist.” 

Similarly, Blessed John Bodey, who was born at Wells in Somerset, studied at Oxford, and 

was likewise expelled for being a Catholic. He became a schoolmaster. Both John Slade and 

John Bodey, refusing to accept the claim of Queen Elizabeth I to be Head of the Church, and 

affirming their Catholic faith, were tried for high treason, and hanged, drawn and quartered at 

Winchester in 1583. 

Good news: you don’t have to be a bishop or a martyr to be a saint.  The Lord is inviting you. 

Fr Don Richardson Dean 

 



 

 

UPCOMING LITURGIES AND EVENTS 

 

 

  October – November 2026 
 

 
 

24 

Saturday 
 
 
 
 

 

25 
 

Sunday  

 

10.30am Mass 
(Adult 
Confirmation) 
 

2pm Sunday 
Public Tour 
 

3pm Final Mass 

for the St Carlo 

Acutis Relic 

Tour 

26 
 

Monday 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

27  

Tuesday 

 

 

 

28  

Wednesday 

   

 

Sts Simon & Jude 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30pm 
RCIA 

 (Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) 

29 

Thursday 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

6:30pm 

CITY  
COMPASS 
 

30 

Friday 

 
 

 
 

 

 

31 

Saturday 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1 
 

Sunday  

 

  ALL SAINTS 
 

2pm Sunday 
Public Tour 
 
 

2 
 

Monday 
 
 

   ALL SOULS’           

         DAY 

 
 

 
 

 

3  

Tuesday 

 

St Martin de 
Porres 
 

4  

Wednesday 

   

 

St Charles 
Borromeo 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

6:30pm 
RCIA 

 (Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) 

5 

Thursday 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6:30pm 

CITY  
COMPASS 
 

6 

Friday 

 

 

 
 

 

 

7 

Saturday 
 
 
 
 

 

8 
 

Sunday  

 

PRISON 
SUNDAY 
 

10.30am Mass 
(Investiture of the 
Equestrian Order 
of the Holy 
Sepulchre of 
Jerusalem) 
 

6pm Mass  
(Candidacy for 
Seminary) 
 
 
 

 

2pm Sunday 
Public Tour 

 
 
 

9 
 

Monday 
 

 

The Dedication  
of the  
Lateran Basilica 
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10  

Tuesday 

 

 

 

St Leo the Great 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    CWF November Appeal 
                     31st October & 1st November 2026 



 

 

CATHEDRAL NOTICES 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sydney Street Feast 2026 
Volunteers Welcome 
 

On Friday 13 November, Archbishop Anthony 
Fisher will host a free luncheon for Sydney’s 
homeless in the forecourt of St Mary’s Cathedral 
from 11AM to 2PM. 
 

A large number of guests  
are expected and volunteers  
from parishes are invited to  
help serve food and to sit  
and accompany guests  
during lunch.  
A great opportunity to show  
support and solidarity with  
fellow Sydneysiders  
experiencing homelessness. 

 
Register your interest at 
https://events.humanitix.com/sydney-street-feast-
2026-volunteer-registration 

 

Pray with Others Using the 2026 
Sydney Advent-Christmas 
Companion: Come Let Us Adore Him 
 

Many people, including those who do not go to 
Mass, would welcome an opportunity to pray with 
someone; they just need someone to invite 
them!  
Advent is a wonderful time to learn—or to 
develop—the art of inviting others to pray with 
you. If you would benefit from some guidance, 
ideas, or encouragement, register for one of our 
online workshops.  
 

Dates and times:  
 

• Option 1: Thursday 12 November 2026, 
7:30  - 8:15 PM 

• Option 2: Friday 20 November 2026, 
12:00 - 12:45 PM 

 
Register at https://www.trybooking.com/DQSRR 

https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/1dxybx/2226087/7a1PnnZeW829NjLOd4F5rK3Pxijs_VaIsOxPPSCE.html
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/1dxybx/2226087/7a1PnnZeW829NjLOd4F5rK3Pxijs_VaIsOxPPSCE.html
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/1dxybx/2226125/7a1PnnZeW829NjLOd4F5Mu2VuFyRDxdXN4WA_HMT.html
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