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FIRST READING   Isaiah 45:1, 4-6 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
I have taken the hand of Cyrus to subdue nations before his countenance. 
 

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
whom he has taken by his right hand 
to subdue nations before him 
and strip the loins of kings, 
to force gateways before him 
that their gates be closed no more: 

It is for the sake of my servant Jacob, 
of Israel my chosen one, 
that I have called you by your name, 
conferring a title though you do not know me. 
I am the Lord, unrivalled; 
there is no other God besides me. 
Though you do not know me, I arm you 
that men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun 
that, apart from me, all is nothing. 

 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM   Ps 95:1, 3-5, 7-10 

R. Give the Lord glory and honour. 

O sing a new song to the Lord, 
sing to the Lord all the earth. 
Tell among the nations his glory 

and his wonders among all the peoples. R. 
 



 

 
 
 
The Lord is great and worthy of praise, 
to be feared above all gods; 
the gods of the heathens are naught. 

It was the Lord who made the heavens. R. 
 

Give the Lord, you families of peoples, 
give the Lord glory and power, 
give the Lord the glory of his name. 

Bring an offering and enter his courts. R. 
 

Worship the Lord in his temple, 
O earth, tremble before him. 
Proclaim to the nations: 'God is king,' 

He will judge the peoples in fairness. R. 
 
 

 
 

 

SECOND READING  1 Thessalonians 1:1-5 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians 
We are mindful of your faith, hope, and love. 
 

From Paul, Silvanus and Timothy, to the Church in Thessalonika which is in God 
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ; wishing you grace and peace from God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

We always mention you in our prayers and thank God for you all, and constantly 
remember before God our Father how you have shown your faith in action, 
worked for love and persevered through hope, in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

We know, brothers, that God loves you and that you have been chosen, because 
when we brought the Good News to you, it came to you not only as words, but 
as power and as the Holy Spirit and as utter conviction. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   Philippians 2:15-16 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Shine on the world like bright stars; 

you are offering it the word of life. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

 

 

GOSPEL   Matthew 22:15-21 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
Give to Caesar the things that belong to Caesar and to God the things that are 
God's. 
 

The Pharisees went away to work out between them how to trap Jesus in what 
he said. And they sent their disciples to him, together with the Herodians, to 
say, 'Master, we know that you are an honest man and teach the way of God in 
an honest way, and that you are not afraid of anyone, because a man's rank 
means nothing to you. Tell us your opinion then. Is it permissible to pay taxes to 
Caesar or not?' But Jesus was aware of their malice and replied, 'You hypocrites! 
Why do you set this trap for me? Let me see the money you pay the tax with.' 
They handed him a denarius, and he replied, 'Whose head is this? Whose 
name?' 'Caesar's,' they replied. He then said to them, 'Very well, give back to 
Caesar what belongs to Caesar - and to God what belongs to God.' 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

WORD FROM THE dean 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Dear Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors, 

Today, across our Archdiocese of Sydney, is Life Marriage and Family Sunday. 

This annual celebration is to acknowledge married couples by commemorating 

wedding anniversaries and especially by participating in the Eucharist. Each parish 

in the Archdiocese is encouraged to celebrate this in their Masses today so each 

couple’s love serves as a witness for the members in their local community. This 

parish focus is a change from the past few years, where one big event for the whole 

Archdiocese was held here in the cathedral at the 10.30 Solemn Mass. 

I am glad that now this lets us concentrate on acknowledging the many couples who 

have been married right here at St Mary’s Cathedral and people of our own 

cathedral community who are celebrating special anniversaries. I extend a very 

warm welcome to all the married couples who have come especially today, and 

indeed to all the married couples present this weekend! 

For our special Year of Saints at St Mary’s Cathedral, today I want to mention the 

Patron Saint of our parish on Norfolk Island, St Philip Howard, who is 

commemorated on October 19th. He was Canonised in 1970 as one of the group of 

Forty Martyrs of England and Wales. Philip Howard was the Earl of Arundel, the son 

of the Duke of Norfolk, during the reign of Queen Elizabeth I of England. He fell from 

favour with Queen Elizabeth when he embraced the Catholic faith, and attempted to 

leave England, but he was arrested. Philip was charged with treason - among other 

things he was accused of praying for the success of the Spanish Armada - 

condemned to death and thrown into prison in the Tower of London. He was not to 

to see his wife and children ever again. Elizabeth never signed his death-warrant 

and he remained locked up in the Tower for ten years and then, worn down by 

privations, he died of dysentery in 1595, aged 38.  In his imprisonment he was 

wonderfully devoted to prayer and penance. If you visit the Tower, you can still see 

the words in Latin scratched by St Philip Howard into the stone wall of his cell: 

Quanto plus afflictiones pro Christo in hoc saeculo, tanto plus gloriae cum 

Christo in futuro. (“The more affliction for Christ in this life, the more glory with 

Christ in the life to come.”). If you visit Norfolk Island, be sure to go to our Catholic 

parish church, St Philip Howard’s.           

Fr Don Richardson, Dean 



 

  

 

 

UPCOMING LITURGIES AND EVENTS 

 

 

  October – November 2026 
 

 
 

17 

Saturday 
 
 
 
 

St Ignatius  
of Antioch 
 

18 
 

Sunday 

 

 

 

WORLD  
MISSION DAY 
 

 

10.30am Mass 
(St Mary’s 
Cathedral  
Life Marriage and 
Family Sunday 
Concelebration) 
 
2pm Sunday 
Public Tour 
 

19 
 

Monday 

 

 

St Philip Howard 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

20  

Tuesday 

 

 

 

21  

Wednesday 

   

 
 
 

7pm  

Organ  

Recital 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30pm 
RCIA 

 (Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) 

22 

Thursday 

 

St John Paul II 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

6:30pm 

CITY  
COMPASS 
 

23 

Friday 

 

 

St John  
of Capistrano 
 
5.30pm Mass 
(Memorial Mass 
Concelebration  
for the Hungarian 
Community)     
 

 

 

24 

Saturday 
 
 
 
 

 

25 
 

Sunday  

 

10.30am Mass 
(Adult 
Confirmation) 
 

2pm Sunday 
Public Tour 
 

3pm Final Mass 

for the St Carlo 

Acutis Relic Tour 

26 
 

Monday 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

27  

Tuesday 

 

 

 

28  

Wednesday 

   

 

 

Sts Simon & Jude 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

6:30pm 
RCIA 

 (Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) 

29 

Thursday 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

6:30pm 

CITY  
COMPASS 
 

30 

Friday 

 

 

 
 

 

 

31 

Saturday 
 
 
 
 

 

1 
 

Sunday  

 

  ALL SAINTS 
 
 

 
2pm Sunday 
Public Tour 
 

 

2 
 

Monday 
 

 

 

   ALL SOULS’           

         DAY 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3  

Tuesday 

 

 

 

 

St Martin de 
Porres 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

CATHEDRAL NOTICES 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Didaskō Faith Formation: The Eucharist and Morality 
 

Join Rev Dr Paschal M. Corby OFM Conv has he explores how our sharing in the Eucharistic mystery 
becomes the source for a life lived in imitation of and communion with Christ. Since Christ has promised 
that ‘He who eats me will live because of me’ (Jn 6:57), “the mystery believed and celebrated contains an 
innate power making it the principle of new life within us and the form of our Christian existence” 
(Sacramentum Caritatis, n. 70). 
Dates: Mondays 19, and 26 October 2026.  Time: 7:30pm-8:45pm.  Mode: Online via Zoom 
Cost: $35 per person (+booking fees) or $100 per parish group (+ booking fees) 
More information: https://gomakedisciples.org.au/didasko/ 

 

https://gomakedisciples.org.au/didasko/
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