
All sing the Processional Hymn

MUSIC AT THE
6pm VIGIL MASS

THE NATIVITY
OF THE LORD

 

O come, all ye faith ful,- Joy ful- and tri umph- ant,- O come ye, O

 

come ye to Beth le- hem;- Come and be hold- him

 

Born the King of An gels:- O come, let us a dore- him, O come, let us a -

 

dore him, O come, let us a dore- him, Christ the Lord!
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2
God of God,
Light of Light,
Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
Very God,
Begotten, not created:
    O come, let us adore him,
    O come, let us adore him,
    O come, let us adore him, 
    Christ the Lord!

3
Sing, choirs of Angels,
Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
Glory to God
In the highest:
    O come, let us adore him,
    O come, let us adore him,
    O come, let us adore him, 
    Christ the Lord!

Adeste fideles							       Latin, 18th century
John Francis Wade’s MS book c. 1740			   tr. Frederick Oakley  (1802–1880)



THE INTRODUCTORY RITES
All make the Sign of the Cross as the Celebrant says

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
± 	Amen.

The Lord be with you.
± 	And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us acknowledge our sins, and so prepare ourselves 
to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

After a brief silence all say

I CONFESS to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have 
greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in what I have done and in 

what I have failed to do,

All strike their breast thrice, saying
through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault;
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my 
brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.

The Celebrant gives the absolution, saying

May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting 
life.

± 	Amen.

 All sing the Kyrie Mass XVI

  BvvGYbjbjvvvvbgvvvbbvhbHUvbbbbvj.vv}vvGYbjbjvvvbbbvbgvvbbbbvhbHUvbbbbvj.vvv}vvÒcccccccccccccbbbbb
                   ORD, have mer-cy.     Lord, have mer-cy.

BvbbvlblvvvvbbbbvJIvbbbvvhbHUvbbbbbvj.vv}vvvbblblvvvvbbbbvJIvbbbbbvvhbHUvbbbbbvj.vv}vv˝ccccccccccccccccvbbb
  Christ, have mer-cy.    Christ, have mer-cy.

BvvGYbjbjvvvvbbbgvvbbbbvhbHUvbbbbvj.vv}vvGYbjbjvvvbvbgvvbbbbvhbHUvbbbbbbvj.vvv}vbbbvbvcccccccccccccccvvvvv
    Lord, have mer-cy.    Lord, have mer-cy.
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All sing the Gloria

We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.

Collect

± 	Amen.

 

Glo ry- to God in the high est,- and on earth peace to peo ple- of good will.
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Glo ry- to God in the high est,- and on earth peace to peo ple- of good will.

&

#

#

±

˙ œ

œ
œ
˙

œ
œ

˙
œ
œ
˙

œ œ
˙ œ œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
w

 

Glo ry- to God in the high est,- and on earth peace to peo ple- of good will.
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Glo ry- to God in the high est,- and on earth peace to peo ple- of good will.
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading		  Isaiah 62:1-5

Responsorial Psalm		  Psalm 88:4-5,16-17,27,29 ± cf. v.2

Second Reading		 Acts 13:16-17,22-25

Alleluia

Gospel		  Matthew 1:1-25

Homily

Profession of Faith

I BELIEVE in one God,  the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the 
Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things 
were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,

ALL KNEEL during the following line:

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was 
buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no 
end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the 
life of the world to come. Amen.

Universal Prayer

 

I will sing for ev er- of your love, O Lord.
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 Vvvbbbbdvvbbfvvhbhvvbbj.vv[vvhvbbvfvbvhbhvvbg,vv[vvfvvbbsvbvfbfvvdmvvv}vvvvvvvvvvvvvvbbbbbbbvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvbbbbbbvvb
± Al-le-lú- ia,    al-le-lú- ia,    al-le-lú- ia.



THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

All sing the Offertory Hymn

The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
And stay by my side until morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
Close by me for ever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
And fit us for heaven, to live with thee there.

Cradle Song	 vv. 1, 2  ‘Little Children’s Book’, Philadelphia (1885)
William James Kirkpatrick (1838–1921)	 v. 3  Charles Gabriel’s ‘Vineyard Songs’, Louisville (1892)

 

A way- in a man ger,- no crib for a bed, the lit tle- Lord Je sus- laid

 

down his sweet head. e stars in the bright sky looked down where he

 

lay, the lit tle- Lord Je sus- a sleep- on the hay.
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Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable 
to God, the almighty Father.

± 	May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all his holy Church.

Prayer over the Offerings

± 	Amen.

The Preface

 All sing the Sanctus

  Vvvgvbbbvtf<Mvvb[vbbbvbgvbbbvtf<Mvv[vbbbbdvvbbbbbfvvvbbbgbgvvbbbvvgvvbbbbbbbfvvvbbbbbbg,vvbbbbb]vvvbbbdvvbbvfvvvbbbbbgvvvvbbbbbgbgvvbbbbbbvfvvbbbvhbbvvvvvb˝
                   O- ly,  *  Ho-ly,    Ho-ly Lord God of hosts.   Heaven and earth are full

Vvvgvvvbbbbgvvvvbbfvvbbbvdmvbbv]vbvdvvbbbvfvvbbbbbvgvvbbgvbbbbbbbbgvvbbvvfvvvbbbg,vvv]vvbbvdvvvbbbbbbbfvbbbbbbbbgvbbvgbgvvbbbbvfvvvvvbvbbhvvvbbbvgvvbbbbfvvbbbbvvvbbb˝
    of your glo-ry.    Ho-san-na in the highest.   Bless-ed  is  he  who comes in the

Vvvgvvvbbvfvbvbbvdvvvvbbbbbdmvbvv]vbvavvbbbbbvDRvvvbbbbfvvbbbfvbbbbvgvvvvbrdvvbbbbbvDRm,vvbvv}vvcccccccvbbbbbvvvvvvvvvvvvbbvvvvbbv
 name of  the Lord.   Ho-san-na in the high-est.

H

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

 VbbbvdbbvvvbbvbDRvvbbbbvgvvvbbbfvvvvbbbf,vvvbbbb}bvvbbbbbbbvdvvbbbbbbbbbbbbbDRvbvvbbbbvbbbgvvvbvfvbbbbbbvf,vvv}vvÓvvvvvvvvvccccvbvvvvvbb
       HE Lord be with you.   ±  And with your spi-rit.

VvbvygvbbbbvFTvvbbvvfvvvbbbvvrd,mvvbbbbvbbb}vvbbbbbbvhvbbbbvygvvvbbbvfvvbbbbbbvgvbbbvfvbbvbbbfvvbbbbbbvrd,mvvv}vvÓvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvbbbbbvvcvvvvvvvvbvvbbbb
    Lift up your hearts.   ±  We lift them up to the Lord.

VvvbbbhvbbbbvgvbvbvfvvvvbvbbbbbgvvvbbbbvgvvvgvvbbbbbbbbvDRvvbvvbbgvvbbbvvf,vbbvbbbbbbb}vvbvbbhvbvbgvvvbbbbbFTvvvvbbbbfvvbbbbbvrd,mvvv}vvvvvvvvvvvvvbbvvvvvvbbvbbb
    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   ±   It  is right and just.

T



All sing the Memorial Acclamation

When the Celebrant sings

Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, all glory and honour is yours, for ever and ever.

All respond

VvbbbbbdvvbbbbbvDRm,vv}vvvvvbbbvvvvvvvvvvvvvcbbbbvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvbbbbvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvbbvvb
±  A-men.

COMMUNION RITE

At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say:

All sing

   Vvfvvvbfvvvvvdvvvvbbbbbbbfvvvvvbbbvhvvvbbbbbbbbbgvvvbvf,vvvb{bbbbvvavvvbbvdvvvbbbfvvvvbbbbfvvvvbbgvvvbbbfvvvvbbDRvvbbvdmvvbbbb[vvvbvÏ
         E proclaim your Death, O Lord,   and profess your Re-sur-rection

VvbvfvbbvfvvbvsvvbvbvvDRvvbbbbbbbbbdvvbbbbvanvvv}vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvbbbbvcvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvcvvvbbbbb
    until you come  a-gain.

±

W

 VbbvDRvvbbbvgvbbvbbv≥gvvvbbbvfvvbbbvhvbbbbvgvvvbbfvvbvdmvv{vbbbbbbfvvbbbbbvvDRvvvvbgvbbbbvfvvvvbvf,vvvb]vbbvgvvvvbbygvvbvbfvvvvbbbvrd,mbbbbbbb{bbbbb˝
                   UR Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy name;  thy kingdom come,

VvbbvgvvbbbbbbvfvbbbbbbvgvvvbvfvvbbbvvdvvvbvbbdmvvbbbbbvDRvbbbvgvvbbfvbbbvgvbbvvbbf,vvbvf,vbbbv]vvvbbdvbbbbbbbvfvvvvgvvvvbhvvvbbbbbgvvvvFTvvvfvvvvbbbbdmvvbb]bbbbbbbbbÏ
    thy will be done on earth as  it  is  in heaven.   Give us this day our dai-ly bread,

VvvfvvvvdvvvvFTvvvbbbhvbbvvgvvvvbbbfvvvbbdvvbbbbdmvvbb{vvfvvbbbbdvbbbbvfvvvvbbgvvvbvvv¯fvvvbbbbvbbbfvvvvbvdvvvvfvvvbbgvvbbbvvf,vvvvbbbvf,vbbbbv]vbbbbbÅ
   and forgive us our trespasses,    as we for-give those who trespass  a-gainst us;

Vvvavvvbbvbbdvvbbbbvfvvbbbbbgvbvvfvvbbbdvvvvfvvbbvvrdvbbvvdmvvv]vbbvbbdvbbbbbvdvvbbbbfvbbbbbvfvbbbbbbfvvvvbgvvbbbbvrdvbbvdmvvv}bvvvvvvbbbbbbvvbbbvvvvvvvvbbbbbb
   and lead us not in-to temp-ta-tion,   but de-liv-er us from  e- vil.

O



Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant peace in our days, that, by 
the help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress, as 
we await the blessed hope and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

VvvbbbbbbbavvvbbdvvvbbbvDRvvvbbbvfvvvvvbbbfvvvvbbbbbvfvvvbbbbbbbbbbbfvvbbbvbbdvbbbbbbbv≥gvvbbvhvvbvgvvvbbbbbvf,vvvvb[vbbvvdvvvvbbbbfvvbbbbvgvvbbbbbdmvbbbvanvv}vbvvvbbbbbbbbbb
±  For the kingdom, the power and the glo-ry are yours     now and for ev-er.

Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles: Peace I leave you, my peace I give you, 
look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, and graciously grant her peace 
and unity in accordance with your will. Who live and reign for ever and ever.

± 	Amen.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
± 	And with your spirit.

Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed 
are those called to the supper of the Lamb.

± 	Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

Catholics who have made the proper spiritual and sacramental preparation
may come forward in the procession to receive Holy Communion.

The sacred host must be consumed in the presence of the communion minister.

 All sing the Agnus Dei

  BvvgvvvvgvbbbbbbbvGY,.vvvbb[vvbbbbhvvvbbvbhvvbbbbbbbhvvbbbvhvvbbbvgvvvbbvhvbbbbbbvfvbbbbvgvvvvbbbvbh.vvvbbb[vbbbbvhvvvvvbGYvvbbbvjvbbbbvgvbbvyg.,vb}bb˝
   AMB of God, * you take  a-way the sins of the world:  have mer-cy on us.

BvvgvvvbbvgvvbbbvGY,.vvvvb[vvvbbhvvvbbvbhvvvbbbbhvvvbvhvvvbbbbgvvvbvhvvbbbvfvbbbbvgvvvvbbbvh.vvvv[vvbbbvhvbbbbvvvbGYvvbbbvjvvbbvgvbvyg.,vbbbb}vv˝vvvvbbb
 Lamb of God,  *  you take  a- way the sins of the world:   have mer-cy  on us.

BvvgvvvvbbgvvbbbbvGY,.vvvbbbb[vvvbbbhvvvbbbvbhvvbbbbbbhvvbbbbbvhvvvbbbbgvvvbvhvvbbbvfvbbbvgvvvvbbbvbh.vvvbbbb[vvbbbbbvGYvvvvuügvbbbbbbvyg.,vvbbvb}bvbcvvvvbbbbbvvvbbbb
 Lamb of God,  *  you take  a- way the sins of the world:   grant us peace.

L



All sing the Communion Hymns

 

Si lent- night, ho ly- night, All is calm, all is bright:

 

'Round yon Vir gin- Mo ther- and Child, Ho ly- In fant, so ten der and mild,

 

Sleep in hea ven- ly- peace, Sleep in hea ven- ly- peace.
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2
Silent night, holy night,
Shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heav’nly hosts sing Alleluia;
  Christ, the Saviour, is born,
  Christ, the Saviour, is born!

3
Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
  Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,
  Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

 

 

&

Un to- us is born a Son,

,

King of quires su per- nal;- See on earth his

&

life be gun,- Of

,

lords the Lord e ter- nal,- of lords the Lord e ter- nal.-
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2
Christ, from heav’n descending low,
  Comes on earth a stranger:
Ox and ass their Owner know
  Becradled in a manger.

3
This did Herod sore affray,
  And grievously bewilder;
So he gave the word to slay,
  And slew the little childer.

4
Of his love and mercy mild
  This the Christmas story:
And oh, that Mary’s gentle Child
  Might lead us up to glory!

5
O and A and A and O,
  Cum cantibus in choro,
Let our merry organ go,
  Benedicamus Domino.



4
O holy child of Bethlehem,
  Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in,
  Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
  The great glad tidings tell:
O come to us, abide with us,
  Our Lord Emmanuel.

English traditional						      Phillips Brooks  (1835–1893)
arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams  (1872–1958)

 

O lit tle- town of Beth le- hem,- How still we see thee lie!

 

A bove- thy deep and dream less- sleep e si lent- stars go by.

 

Yet in thy dark streets shi neth- e ev er- last- ing- light;

 

e hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to night.-
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2
O morning stars, together
  Proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the King,
  And peace to men on earth;
For Christ is born of Mary
  And, gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep
  Their watch of wondering love.

3
How silently, how silently,
  The wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts
  The blessings of his heav’n.
No ear may hear his coming;
  But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive him, still
  The dear Christ enters in.



Prayer after Communion

± 	Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES

The Lord be with you.
± 	And with your spirit.

Bow down for the blessing.

May the God of infinite goodness, who by the Incarnation of his Son has driven 
darkness from the world and by that glorious Birth has illumined this most holy 
night, drive far from you the darkness of vice and illumine your hearts with the light 
of virtue.

± 	Amen.

May God, who willed that the great joy of his Son’s saving Birth be announced to 
shepherds by the Angel, fill your minds with the gladness he gives and make you 
heralds of his Gospel.

± 	Amen.

And may God, who by the Incarnation brought together the earthly and heavenly 
realm, fill you with the gift of his peace and favour and make you sharers with the 
Church in heaven.

± 	Amen.

And may the blessing of almighty God, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.

± 	Amen.

Go forth, the Mass is ended.
± 	Thanks be to God.



All sing

Mendelssohn					     Charles Wesley  (1707–1788)
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy  (1809–1847)	 and others

 

Hark! the he rald- an gels- sing Glo ry- to the new born King;

 

Peace on earth and mer cy- mild, God and sin ners- re con- ciled:-

 

Joy ful- all ye na tions- rise, Join the tri umph- of the skies,

 

With th'an ge- lic- host pro claim,- Christ is born in Beth le- hem.-

 

Hark! the he rald- an gels- sing Glo ry- to the new born King.
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2
Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come
Offspring of a Virgin’s womb!
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail the incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel:
    Hark! the herald Angels sing
    Glory to the new-born King.

3
Hail the heaven-born Prince of peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
Risen with healing in his wings;
Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth:
    Hark! the herald Angels sing
    Glory to the new-born King.

St Mary’s Cathedral		  General enquiries
St Mary’s Road		  Tel:  (02) 9220 0400
Sydney NSW 2000	 Fax:  (02) 9223 5208
www.stmaryscathedral.org.au	 Email:  info@stmaryscathedral.org.au


