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Solemn Mass
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of Advent
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WELCOME

to St Mary’s Cathedral which stands in the centre of Sydney as a Christian statement of grace
and beauty. Generations of artists have bequeathed to it their magnificent gifts in stone and
glass, designing a unique space of solace and prayer within this vibrant city. This Cathedral
represents the spiritual origins of the Catholic Church in Australia. It is one of Sydney’s most
treasured historic buildings and one of the finest examples of English-style gothic churches
in the world. William Wilkinson Wardell, the 19th century architect, dreamed of a gothic
structure shaped from the local yellow-block sandstone on which this city is built. The building
was finally completed 100 years after the architect’s death. The Cathedral is dedicated to Mary,
Immaculate Mother of God, Help of Christians.

THE CATHEDRAL CHOIR

St Mary’s Cathedral Choir is the oldest musical institution in Australia. In 1818 a group
of choristers was formed to sing Vespers before the Blessed Sacrament in the Dempsey
household, the centre of Catholic worship in the penal colony. After the establishment of St
Mary’s Cathedral in 1833 the successors of these choristers formed the permanent Cathedral
Choir. In faithfulness to the Benedictine English tradition from which the Cathedral’s founders
came, the Choir was formed of men and boys, preserving the historical character of Catholic
liturgical and musical heritage. However, from 2025, St Mary’s began a girls’ choir, and St
Mary’s is the only Catholic Cathedral in Australia to have an on-site Choir School where the
boy and girl choristers are educated. The other parts of the Choir are provided by lay clerks
who are professional singers. The Choir’s primary function is to sing Vespers and Mass in the
Cathedral which it does almost daily, but it has also undertaken several international tours,
recordings and concert projects.

REGULAR CHORAL SERVICES

Sunday 1030 Solemn Mass Full Choir

1700 Solemn Vespers and Benediction Lay Clerks
Monday 1700 Vespers Lay Clerks

1730 Mass Boy Choristers & Lay Clerks
Tuesday 1700 Vespers Cathedral Scholars

1730 Mass Boy & Girl Choristers
Wednesday 1700 Vespers Cathedral Scholars

1730 Mass Girl Choristers ¢ Lay Clerks
Thursday 1700 Vespers Lay Clerks

1730 Mass Lay Clerks

Download the weekly Music List at http://stmaryscathedral.org.au

TO MAINTAIN A SPIRIT OF REVERENCE AND SOLEMNITY,
PLEASE TURN OFF AND REFRAIN FROM USING ALL MOBILE TELEPHONES
AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES.




ORDER OF MASS

At the sound of the Sacristy bell all stand and sing

THE HYMN
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Hark! a he-rald voice is call-ing: 'Christ is nigh!"it seems to say;

'Cast a-way the dreamsof dark-ness, O vye child-ren of the day!

Startled at the solemn warning,
Let the earth-bound soul arise;
Christ her Sun, all sloth dispelling,

Shines upon the morning skies.

Lo! the Lamb so long expected,

Comes with pardon down from heaven;
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow,

One and all to be forgiven;

So when next he comes in glory,
And earth’s final hour draws near,
May he then as our defender
On the clouds of heaven appear.

Honour, glory, virtue, merit,
To the Father and the Son,

With the co-eternal Spirit,
While unending ages run.

Merton Vox clara ecce intonat
W H Monk (1823-1889) tr. E Caswall (1814-1878)



THE INTRODUCTORY RITES

The Choir sings the INTROIT Philippians 4:4-5; Psalm 84

AUDETE in Domino semper: iterum dico, gaudete: modestia vestra nota sit

omnibus hominibus: Dominus prope est. Nihil solliciti sitis: sed in omni
oratione petitiones vestrae innotescant apud Deum. V. Benedixisti, Domine, terram
tuam: avertisti captivitatem Iacob.

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. Let your tolerance be evident to everyone.
Indeed, the Lord is near. There is no need to worry; but if there is anything you need,
pray for it, asking God for it. V. O Lord, you once favoured your land, and revived the
fortunes of Jacob.

All make the Sign of the Cross as the Celebrant says
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
¥ Amen.

The Lord be with you.
X And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us acknowledge our sins, and so prepare ourselves
to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

After a brief silence all say

CONEFESS to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have
greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in what I have done and in
what I have failed to do,
All strike their breast thrice, saying
through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault;

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my
brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.

The Celebrant gives the absolution, saying

May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting
life.

K Amen.



The Choir sings the KYRIE

from Missa Ut, re, mi, fa, sol, la

Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (1525-1594)

Kyrie, eleison. Christe, eleison. Kyrie, eleison.

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

The Celebrant says the COLLECT

¥ Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIrRsT READING

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Isaiah 35:1-6,10

Psalm 145:6-10 X cf. Isaiah 35:4

Iz Come, Lord, and save us.

It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, who is just to those who are oppressed. It is he
who gives bread to the hungry, the Lord, who sets prisoners free. K

It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, who raises up those who are bowed down,
the Lord, who protects the stranger and upholds the widow and orphan. I

It is the Lord who loves the just but thwarts the path of the wicked. The Lord will reign

for ever, Zion’s God, from age to age.

SECOND READING

The Choir sings the ALLELUIA

Alleluia.

James 5:7-10

V. Psalm 79:3

Y Excita, Domine, potentiam tuam, et veni, ut salvos facias nos.

O Lord, rouse up your might, O Lord, come to our help.

Alleluia.



GOSPEL Matthew 11:2-11

The Lord be with you.
K And with your spirit.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.
I Glory to you, O Lord.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Iz Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HomirLy

PROFESSION OF FAITH

BELIEVE in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of

all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only
Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father; through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

All bow during the following line:
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was
buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

UNIVERSAL PRAYER



THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

The Choir sings the OFFERTORY MOTET Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina

UIT homo missus a Deo, cui nomen erat Ioannes. Hic venit in testimonium, ut
testimonium perhiberet de lumine, et pareret Domino plebem perfectam.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. This man came as a witness, to
give testimony about the light, and to prepare for the Lord a perfect people.

The Celebrant says

Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable
to God, the almighty Father.

I May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and the good of all his holy Church.

The Celebrant says the PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

' Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
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Lift up your hearts. I We lift them up to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. K It is right and just.

THE PREFACE



All sing the SANCTUS

Mass XVII
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An- ctus, * San- ctus, San- ctus Do6-mi-nus De-us Sa-

ba-oth. Ple-ni

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
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Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed
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is he who comes  in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
When the Celebrant sings
The mystery of faith.
All sing
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we proclaim your Death,

O Lord, until you come a-gain.

When the Celebrant sings

Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, all glory and honour is yours, for ever and ever.

All respond
f
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¥ A-men.



COMMUNION RITE

At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say:

All sing
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UR Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come,
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thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our dai-ly bread,

and forgive us our trespasses, as we for-give those who trespass a-gainst us;
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and lead us not in-to temp-ta-tion, but de-liv-er us from e- vil.

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant peace in our days, that, by
the help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress, as
we await the blessed hope and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
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I For the kingdom, the power and the glo-ry are yours now and for ev-er.

Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles: Peace I leave you, my peace I give you,
look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, and graciously grant her peace
and unity in accordance with your will. Who live and reign for ever and ever.

¥ Amen.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
X And with your spirit.



The Choir sings the AGNUS DEI

from Missa Ut, re, mi, fa, sol, la Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi: miserere nobis.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi: miserere nobis.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.

The Celebrant shows the host to the congregation, saying

Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed
are those called to the supper of the Lamb.

¥ Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

Catholics who have made the proper spiritual and sacramental preparation
may come forward in the procession to receive Holy Communion.
The sacred host must be consumed in the presence of the communion minister.

The Choir sings the COMMUNION ANTIPHON cf. Isaiah 35:4

Dicite: Pusillanimes confortamini, et nolite timere: ecce Deus noster veniet, et
salvabit nos.

Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear. Behold, our God will come, and he
will save us.

During Holy Communion, the Choir sings the AGNus DE1 11

from Missa Ut, re, mi, fa, sol, la Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi: dona nobis pacem.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.



All sing

THE HYMN
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Come, thou long ex - pec-ted Je- sus, Born to set_ thy peo-ple free,
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From our fears and sins re-lease us, Let us find_ our rest in thee.

Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth thou art,
Dear desire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver,
Born a child and yet a king.
Born to reign in us for ever,
Now thy gracious kingdom bring.

By thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;

By thine all-sufficient merit
Raise us to thy glorious throne.

Cross of Jesus Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
John Stainer (1840-1901)



The Celebrant says the PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
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Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

Bow down for the blessing.

May the almighty and merciful God, by whose grace you have placed your faith in the
First Coming of his Only Begotten Son and yearn for his coming again sanctify you
by the radiance of Christ’s Advent and enrich you with his blessing.

Amen.

As you run the race of this present life, may he make you firm in faith, joyful in hope
and active in charity.

Amen.

So that, rejoicing now with devotion at the Redeemer’s coming in the flesh, you may
be endowed with the rich reward of eternal life when he comes again in majesty.

Amen.

And may the blessing of almighty God, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.

Amen.

Go forth, the Mass is ended.
Thanks be to God.

ORGAN VOLUNTARY

Choral-Improvisation: Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme (Op. 65 No. 33)

Sigfrid Karg-Elert (1877-1933)

LATER TODAY IN THE CATHEDRAL

Solemn Vespers and Benediction  sung by the Lay Clerks 5.00pm
of St Mary’s Cathedral Choir




