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FIRST READING   2 Samuel 5:1-3 

A reading from the second book of Samuel 
They anointed David king of Israel. 
 

All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron. 'Look' they said 'we are your 
own flesh and blood. In days past when Saul was our king, it was you who led 
Israel in all their exploits; and the Lord said to you, "You are the man who shall 
be shepherd of my people Israel, you shall be the leader of Israel."' So all the 
elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and King David made a pact with 
them at Hebron in the presence of the Lord, and they anointed David king of 
Israel. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM   Ps 121:1-5 

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

I rejoiced when I heard them say: 
'Let us go to God's house.' 
And now our feet are standing 

within your gates, O Jerusalem. R. 
 

Jerusalem is built as a city 
strongly compact. 
It is there that the tribes go up, 

the tribes of the Lord. R. 

 



 

 
 
 
For Israel's law it is, 
there to praise the Lord's name. 
There were set the thrones of judgment 

of the house of David. R. 

 
 
 

SECOND READING  Colossians 1:12-20 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians 
He has taken us into the kingdom of his beloved Son. 
 

We give thanks to the Father who has made it possible for you to join the saints 
and with them to inherit the light. 
 

Because that is what he has done: he has taken us out of the power of darkness 
and created a place for us in the kingdom of the Son that he loves, and in him, 
we gain our freedom, the forgiveness of our sins. 
 

He is the image of the unseen God 
and the first-born of all creation; 
for in him were created 
all things in heaven and on earth: 
everything visible and everything invisible, 
Thrones, Dominions, Sovereignties, Powers - 
all things were created through him and for him. 
Before anything was created, he existed, 
and he holds all things in unity. 
Now the Church is his body, 
he is its head. 
 

As he is the Beginning, 
he was first to be born from the dead, 
so that he should be first in every way; 
because God wanted all perfection 
to be found in him 
and all things to be reconciled through him and for him, 
 
 



 

 
 

everything in heaven and everything on earth, 
when he made peace 
by his death on the cross. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   Mark 11:9, 10 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed is he who inherits the kingdom of David our Father; 

blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL   Luke 23:35-43 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
Lord remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
 

The people stayed before the cross watching Jesus. As for the leaders, they 
jeered at him. 'He saved others,' they said 'let him save himself if he is the Christ 
of God, the Chosen One.' The soldiers mocked him too, and when they 
approached to offer him vinegar they said, 'If you are the king of the Jews, save 
yourself.' Above him there was an inscription: 'This is the King of the Jews.' 
 

One of the criminals hanging there abused him. 'Are you not the Christ?' he said. 
'Save yourself and us as well.' But the other spoke up and rebuked him. 'Have 
you no fear of God at all?' he said, 'You got the same sentence as he did, but in 
our case we deserved it: we are paying for what we did. But this man has done 
nothing wrong. Jesus,' he said 'remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.' 'Indeed, I promise you,' he replied 'today you will be with me in 
paradise.' 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 



 

 

WORD FROM THE DEAN 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Dear Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors, 

 

• Today is the last Sunday of the liturgical year, Christ the King Sunday, so I’d 

like to offer you this short reflection on the feast, from an Angelus address 

by the late Pope Benedict XVI in 2008: 

We know from the Gospels that Jesus refused the title of king 

when it was meant in the political sense, by the standards of the 

“rulers of the Gentiles” (Mt 20: 25). On the other hand, during his 

Passion, he claimed a unique kingship before Pilate, who explicitly 

asked him “So you are a king?”, and Jesus answered, “You say 

that I am a king” (Jn 18: 37); however just previously he had 

declared, “My kingship is not of this world” (Jn 18: 36). Christ’s 

kingship is in fact a revelation and actuation of that of God the 

Father, who governs all things with love and justice. The Father 

entrusted to the Son the mission of giving mankind eternal life by 

loving it to the point of supreme sacrifice and, at the same time, 

conferred upon him the power of judging humanity, since he made 

himself Son of man, like us in all things (see Jn 5: 21-22, 26-27). 

• A special welcome to the knights and dames of the Equestrian Order of the 

Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem, who have their annual Investiture ceremony 

at the 10.30 Mass this weekend. A welcome also to Sydney delegates to the 

Australian Catholic Youth Festival in Melbourne. 
 

• A grateful thankyou to all who participated in our Cathedral parish census 

project in October. New parishioners are always welcome to fill in a parish 

census form at the cathedral office too. 
 

• Next Sunday, 30th November, will be the First Sunday of Advent and we will 

have the Blessing of the outdoor Nativity Scene in the square after the  
 



 

 

 

10.30am Mass. It would be lovely to have you join us for this happy annual 

event! 
 

Praised be Jesus Christ our King! 

Fr Don Richardson, Dean. 

 

 

Act of Dedication of the Human Race to Jesus Christ King 

Most sweet Jesus, 

Redeemer of the human race, 

look down upon us humbly prostrate before You. 

We are Yours, and Yours we wish to be; 

but to be more surely united with You, 

behold each one of us freely consecrates himself today 

to Your Most Sacred Heart. 

Many indeed have never known You; 

many, too, despising Your precepts, have rejected You. 

Have mercy on them all, most merciful Jesus, 

and draw them to your Sacred Heart. 

Be King, O Lord, 

not only of the faithful who have never forsaken You, 

but also of the prodigal children who have abandoned You; 

grant that they may quickly return to their Father's house, 

lest they die of wretchedness and hunger. 

Be King of those who are deceived by erroneous opinions, 

or whom discord keeps aloof, 

and call them back to the harbor of truth 

and the unity of faith, 

so that soon there may be but one flock and one Shepherd. 

Grant, O Lord, to Your Church assurance of freedom 

and immunity from harm; 

give tranquillity of order to all nations; 

make the earth resound from pole to pole with one cry: 

Praise to the Divine Heart that wrought our salvation; 

to it be glory and honour for ever. 
 

Amen. 
 

(Source: Enchiridion of Indulgences , June 29, 1968. A partial indulgence is granted to the faithful, who 

piously recite the Act of Dedication of the Human Race to Jesus Christ King. A plenary indulgence is 

granted, if it is recited publicly on the feast of our Lord Jesus Christ King.) 



 

 

UPCOMING LITURGIES AND EVENTS 

 

 

November – December 2025 
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Saturday 
 

 

 

  St Cecilia  
   

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

23 
 

Sunday  
 
 

 

CHRIST THE 
KING 

 

10.30am Mass 
(Investiture of  
the EOHSJ) 
 

 

2pm Sunday 
Public Tour 

24 

Monday 
 
 

  Sts Andrew  
  Dung-Lac & 
  Companions  
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

25  

Tuesday  
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Wednesday 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30pm 
RCIA 

(Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) 
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6:30pm 

CITY  
COMPASS 
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30 
 

Sunday  
 
 
 

First Sunday  
of Advent 
 

12pm Blessing of 
the Nativity 
Scene 
(Cathedral 
Forecourt) 
 

 

2pm Sunday 
Public Tour 
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Monday 
 
 

   
 
    

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

2  

Tuesday  

    

   
 
 

 
 

3  

Wednesday 

    

St Francis Xavier 
 
 

5.30pm Mass 
(Annual 
Volunteers 
Concelebration) 
 
 
 
 

6:30pm 
RCIA 

(Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) 
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Thursday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30pm 

CITY  
COMPASS 
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Friday 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6 

Saturday 
 

 

 

   
  11am Annual 
    Lourdes Day     
    Mass 

 

PLEASE NOTE  
 

▪ The 12pm 

Mass is 
CANCELLED 
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Sunday  
 
 

 

Second Sunday  
of Advent 
 
 

 
 
 

 

2pm Sunday 
Public Tour 

8 

Monday 
 
 

The 
IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION 

of the 
BLESSED 

VIRGIN MARY 

 
    

 
 

9  

Tuesday  

    

   
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CATHEDRAL NOTICES 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                         

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER MASSES 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Throughout November, Catholics pray 
especially for the souls of those who 
have died, and it is customary to ask for 
Masses to be offered for the souls of our 
deceased relatives and friends. 
“November Mass” envelopes are 
available in the cathedral. You can write 
the names of those for whom you wish 
Mass to be celebrated on the envelope. 
The NSW Bishops have set the offering 
(“stipend”) to be made to the priest for 
November Masses at twenty dollars for 
each Mass. The stipend is considered a gift 
to the priest who celebrates the Mass and a 
way for the donors to join themselves more 
closely to the holy sacrifice by making an 
offering from their own resources. 
 

Fr Don Richardson, Dean. 
 

REGISTER -  https://unicatholics.org.au/abiding-in-love 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
mailto:%20https://unicatholics.org.au/abiding-in-love
mailto:%20https://unicatholics.org.au/abiding-in-love
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/1c1dzt/2224850/meKbfuuVCL.ZJxZJeohiy7Ip7tzq3UyOsIkrljEU.html
mailto:%20https://unicatholics.org.au/abiding-in-love
mailto:https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/events/carols-at-the-cathedral-2025/

