ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL

First Vespers

The Office of Evening Prayer

THE DEDICATION
OF THE LATERAN BASILICA

8 November 2025
5.00pm



ORDER OF VESPERS

At the sound of the Sacristy bell all stand.

INTRODUCTION TO THE OFFICE
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O God, come to our aid.
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X O Lord, make haste to help us. Glory be to the Father and to the Son
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and to the Holy Spi-rit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
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world without end. A-men. Al-le-lu-ia.

All sing
THE OFFICE HYMN
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B LESSED Ci-ty, heavenly Salem, Vision dear of peace and love, Who, of
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living stones upbuilded, Art the joy of heaven above, And, with angel cohorts
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circled, As abride to earth dost move!
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decked with jewels, By her Lord shall she be led: All her streets and all her bulwarks,
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Of pure gold are fashioned.

2 |
L

»
»
N

af
all

»
-

L

his mer-its, Thither faithful souls may soar, Who for Christ’s dear name in this

world Pain and tri-bu- la-tion bore.
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4. Laud and honour to the Father; Laud and honour to the Son; Laud and honour
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to the Spi- rit, Ever Three, and ever One: One in love, and One in splendour,
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While unend-ing a-ges run. A- men.

All sit.



PSALMODY

All sing the FIRST ANTIPHON Mode 11
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The very streets of Je-rusalem will re-joice, al-le- lu-ia.

PSALM 146 (147)
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Cantor 1 Praise the Lord for he is good; t
sing to our God for | he is | loving: *
to him our | praise is | due.

All 2 The Lord | builds up Je- | rusalem *
and brings back | Israel’s | exiles,

3 he heals the | broken- | hearted, *
he binds up | all their | wounds.

4 He fixes the number | of the | stars; *
he calls each one | by its | name.

5 Our Lord is | great and al- | mighty; *
his wisdom can ne- | ver be | measured.

6 The Lord | raises the | lowly; *
he humbles the wicked | to the | dust.

7 O sing to the | Lord giving | thanks; *
sing psalms to our God | with the | harp.

8 He covers the | heavens with | clouds; *
he prepares the rain | for the | earth,

9 making mountains | sprout with | grass *
and with plants to | serve man’s | needs.

10  He provides the | beasts with their | food *
and young ravens that | call up- | on him.

11 His delight is | not in | horses *
nor his pleasure in | warriors’ | strength.



12 The Lord delights in | those who re- | vere him, *
in those who wait | for his | love.
13 Glory be to the Father and | to the | Son *
and to the | Holy | Spirit,
14 asit was in the beginning, is now, and | ever | shall be,
world without | end. A- | men.
All repeat the Antiphon.
All sing the SECOND ANTIPHON Mode VIII
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The Lord has strengthened the bars of your gates; he has blessd the children within you.
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Cantor

All 2

PSALM 147 (147B)
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O praise the | Lord, Je- | rusalem! *
Zion, | praise your | God!

He has strengthened the | bars of your | gates *
he has blessed the | children with- | in you.

He established | peace on your | borders, *
he feeds you with | finest | wheat.

He sends out his | word to the | earth *
and swiftly runs | his com- | mand.

He showers down snow | white as | wool, *
he scatters | hoarfrost like | ashes.

He hurls down | hailstones like | crumbs. *
The waters are frozen | at his | touch;

he sends forth his word | and it | melts them: *
at the breath of his mouth the | waters | flow.

He makes his word | known to | Jacob, *
to Israel his laws | and de- | crees.

He has not dealt thus with | other | nations; *
he has not taught them | his de- | crees.
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10 Glory be to the Father and | to the | Son *
and to the | Holy | Spirit,
11 asit was in the beginning, is now, and | ever | shall be, *
world without | end. A- | men.
All repeat the ANTIPHON
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The Lord has strengthened the bars of your gates; he has blessd the children within you.

All sing the THIRD ANTIPHON Mode V
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The ho-ly ones who are as-sembled in the ci-ty of God rejoice.

CANTICLE
Apocalypse 19
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Al-le-lu- ia. Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, R Al-le-lu- ia.
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His judgements are true and just. g Al-le-lu- ia, al-le- lu-ia. Al-le-lu-ia. Praise
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our God, all you his servants, I Al-le-lu- ia. You who fear him, small and great.
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R Al-le-lu- ia, al-le- lu-ia. Al-le-lu- ia. The Lord our God the Al-mighty reigns,
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B Al-le-lu- ia. Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glo-ry. & Al-le-lu- ia,
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al-le- lu-ia. Al-le-lu- ia. The marriage of the Lamb has come. [ Al-le-lu- ia.
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And his bride has made herself ready. R Al-le-lu- ia, al-le- lu-ia. Al-le-lu- ia.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son, & Al-le-lu- ia. and to the Ho-ly Spi-rit,
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R Al-le-lu- ia, al-le- lu-ia. Al-le-lu-ia. As it was in the beginning is now and
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ev-er shall be, ¥ Al-le-lu- ia. world without end. Amen. ' Al-le-lu- ia, al-le- lu-ia.

All repeat the ANTIPHON
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The ho-ly ones who are as-sembled in the ci-ty of God rejoice.



SCRIPTURE READING Ephesians 2:19-22

OU are no longer aliens or foreign visitors: you are citizens like all the saints,

and part of God’s household. You are part of a building that has the apostles and
prophets for its foundations, and Christ Jesus himself for its main cornerstone. As
every structure is aligned on him, all grow into one holy temple in the Lord; and you
too, in him, are being built into a house where God lives, in the Spirit.

THE SHORT RESPONSORY
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Happy are they that dwell in your house, O Lord.
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¥ They will sing your praise for ev-er. ¥ That dwell in your house, O Lord.
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Y. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spi-rit.
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I Happy are they that dwell in your house, O Lord.

All stand.



All sing the MAGNIFICAT ANTIPHON Mode I
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Rejoice with Jerusalem and exult in her for ever, all you who love her.
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Cantor 1 My soul proclaims the greatness | of the | Lord, *
my spirit rejoices in | God my | Saviour;
All 2 for he has looked with favour on his | lowly | servant, *

and from this day all generations will | call me | blesséd.

3 The Almighty has done | great things for | me, *
holy | is his | Name.

4 He has mercy on | those who | fear him *
in every | gene- | ration.

5 He has shown the | strength of his | arm, *
he has scattered the proud in | their con- | ceit.

6 He has cast down the mighty | from their | thrones, *
and has lifted | up the | lowly.

7 He has filled the | hungry with | good things, *
and the rich he has sent | away | empty.

8 He has come to the help of his | servant | Israel *
for he has remembered his pro- | mise of | mercy,

9 the promise he | made to our | fathers, *
to Abraham and his child- | ren for | ever.

10 Glory be to the Father and | to the | Son *
and to the | Holy | Spirit,

11 Asitwas in the beginning, is now, and | ever | shall be, *
world without | end. A- | men.

All repeat the Antiphon.



INTERCESSIONS

Let us pray to our Saviour who gave up his life to gather into unity the scattered
children of God.

R Lord, remember your Church.

Lord Jesus, you commanded your disciples to hear your words and put them into
action; constantly strengthen your Church in faith, courage and trust. K

Lord Jesus, from your opened side there poured out blood and water; make your
Church vigorously alive through the sacraments of the new and everlasting

covenant. K

Lord Jesus, you are present among those who are gathered in your name; hear your
Church, united in prayer. K

Lord Jesus, you come with the Father to dwell in those who love you; perfect your
Church all over the world in your divine love. K

Lord Jesus, anyone who comes to you is never turned away; admit all those who have
died into your Father’s house. K

At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say:

All sing
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UR Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come,
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thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our dai-ly bread,

and forgive us our trespasses, as we for-give those who trespass a-gainst us;
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and lead us not in-to temp-ta-tion, but de-liv-er us from e- vil.



COLLECT

ORD God, you have called your people to become your Church.
Grant that all who are gathered in your name
may fear you and love you and follow you
and, under your guidance, attain to your promises in heaven.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

¥ Amen.

CONCLUSION OF THE OFFICE

The Lord be with you.
K And with your spirit.

May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
¥ Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
I Thanks be to God.

In the absence of a Priest:

The Lord bless us, and keep us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.
¥ Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Iz Thanks be to God.



All sing
THE ANTIPHON TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
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Al-ve, Re-gi-na, * ma-ter mi-se-ri-cor-di-ae : Vi-ta, dul-cé-do, et spes

Hail, holy Queen, Mother of Mercy, our life, our sweetness and
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nostra, sal-ve. Ad te clamamus, éx-su-les, fi- li-i Hevae. Ad te su-spi-ramus,
our hope, hail. To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve;  to thee do we send up
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ge-méntes et flén-tes in hac la-crimarum val-le.  E-ia er-go, Ad-vo-ca-ta
our sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley of tears. Turn then, most gracious
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nos-tra, il-los tu-os mi-se-ri-cérdes 6-cu-los ad nos con-vér-te. EtIe-sum,
advocate,  thine eyes of mercy toward us; And show
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be-ne-dictum fructum ventris tu-i, no-bis post hoc ex-si-li-um os-tén-de.
unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus, after this our exile.
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O cleemens: O pi-a: O dul-cis Vir-go Ma-ri- a.
O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary.
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St Mary’s Road Tel: (02) 9220 0400
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