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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING   2 Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23  (Year B) 

A reading from the second book of Chronicles 
The wrath and the mercy of the Lord are revealed in the exile and liberation of 
his people. 
 

All the heads of the priesthood, and the people too, added infidelity to infidelity, 
copying all the shameful practices of the nations and defiling the Temple that 
the Lord had consecrated for himself in Jerusalem. The Lord, the God of their 
ancestors, tirelessly sent them messenger after messenger, since he wished to 
spare his people and his house. But they ridiculed the messengers of God, they 
despised his words, they laughed at his prophets, until at last the wrath of the 
Lord rose so high against his people that there was no further remedy. 
 

Their enemies burned down the Temple of God, demolished the walls of 
Jerusalem, set fire to all its palaces, and destroyed everything of value in it. The 
survivors were deported by Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon; they were to serve him 
and his sons until the kingdom of Persia came to power. This is how the word of 
the Lord was fulfilled that he spoke through Jeremiah, 'Until this land has 
enjoyed its sabbath rest, until seventy years have gone by, it will keep sabbath 
throughout the days of its desolation.' 
 

And in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, to fulfil the word of the Lord that 
was spoken through Jeremiah, the Lord roused the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia 
to issue a proclamation and to have it publicly displayed throughout his 
kingdom: 'Thus speaks Cyrus king of Persia, "The Lord, the God of heaven, has 
given me all the kingdoms of the earth; he has ordered me to build him a 
Temple in Jerusalem, in Judah. Whoever there is among you of all his people, 
may his God be with him! Let him go up."' 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note: the liturgy for today’s 

Sunday 6pm Mass is (Year A) 



 

 
 

 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM   Ps 136  (Year B) 

R. Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you! 

By the rivers of Babylon 
there we sat and wept, 
remembering Zion; 
on the poplars that grew there 

we hung up our harps. R. 
 

For it was there that they asked us, 
our captors, for songs, 
our oppressors, for joy. 
'Sing to us,' they said, 

'one of Zion's songs.' R. 
 

O how could we sing 
the song of the Lord 
on alien soil? 
If I forget you, Jerusalem, 

let my right hand wither! R. 
 

O let my tongue 
cleave my mouth 
if I remember you not, 
if I prize not Jerusalem 

above all my joys! R. 
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SECOND READING   Ephesians 2:4-10  (Year B) 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 
When we were dead through sins, he brought us to life. 
 

God loved us with so much love that he was generous with his mercy: when we 
were dead through our sins, he brought us to life with Christ - it is through grace 
that you have been saved - and raised us up with him and gave us a place with 
him in heaven, in Christ Jesus. 
 

This was to show for all ages to come, through his goodness towards us in Christ 
Jesus, how infinitely rich he is in grace. Because it is by grace that you have been 
saved, through faith; not by anything of your own, but by a gift from God; not by 
anything that you have done, so that nobody can claim the credit. We are God's 
work of art, created in Christ Jesus to live the good life as from the beginning he 
had meant us to live it. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   John 3:16 (Year B) 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son, 
that all who believe in him might have eternal life. 
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
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GOSPEL   John 3:14-21    (Year B) 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
God sent his Son into the world that we might be saved through him. 
 

Jesus said to Nicodemus: 
'The Son of Man must be lifted up 
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, 
so that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him. 
Yes, God loved the world so much 
that he gave his only Son, 
so that everyone who believed in him may not be lost 
but may have eternal life. 
For God sent his Son into the world 
not to condemn the world, 
but so that through him the world might be saved. 
No one who believes in him will be condemned; 
but whoever refuses to believe is condemned already, 
because he has refused to believe 
in the name of God's only Son. 
On these grounds is sentence pronounced: 
that though the light has come into the world 
men have shown they prefer 
darkness to the light 
because their deeds were evil. 
And indeed, everybody who does wrong 
hates the light and avoids it, 
for fear his actions should be exposed; 
but the man who lives by the truth 
comes out into the light, 
so that it may be plainly seen that what he does is done in God.' 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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WORD FROM THE ACTING DEAN 

 

 
 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 
From the Holy Gospel according to St John we receive one of the most referred to passages of 
Scripture and it shouldn’t come as a surprise that it’s about God’s love for us.  
 

John 3:16 
 

Yes, God loved the world so much 
that he gave his only Son, 
so that everyone who believed in him may not be lost 
but may have eternal life. 

 
We are always in need of God’s love. 
 

God’s love has creative power - the created world being the first expression and extension of his love 
in space and time. But God’s love doesn’t end there. He didn’t make us only to then leave us with 
something to play with. It’s not as though we can ever be in danger of disturbing God that he has to 
give us something to distract us. 
 

If we were to treat the world only as man’s playground, we would risk causing harm to the world and to 
ourselves. If we treat creation on par with the Creator, then we can easily get lost thinking we are only 
made for this world.  
 

To show us that his love extends beyond his first act of creation, God not only made us, but he gave us 
his most precious gift. God sent us his heir and so offers us and anyone who believes in him a real 
share in his life.  
 

We are in danger of spending too much money on material possessions trying to store up treasures for 
ourselves on earth, whilst neglecting to spend more of ourselves for others and gaining the gifts that 
endure forever.  
 

God sent us his Son so that we wouldn’t be lost.  
 

If a parent was to buy their child a book or video game for the sole purpose of not having to talk to 
them then that parent might not be giving anything at all, except probably a bad example.  
 

Lost in our ego. Lost to others. Lost by this world. 
 

The gifts that God gives us aren’t to keep us away from him. A real gift brings us into union with the 
giver.  
 

We are all made for God and He wants everyone to live with Him forever. Sadly, some still prefer 
darkness to this light (3:19). 
 

What do you want? 
 

Believing in God and living by the truth that Jesus reveals to us about God, about ourselves, and about 
this world gives us a real share in his life, which endures for all eternity.  

 
 

God bless, 

 
Fr Lewi Barakat, Administrator and Acting Dean.  



 

 

UPCOMING LITURGIES AND EVENTS 

 

            March – April 2024 
 

 9  

Saturday 

 
 

10  
 

Sunday  

 

Fourth Sunday  

of Lent 
 
 

2pm Sunday  
Public Tour 
 

11  

Monday 

 

 
 
 

12 

Tuesday 

 

 

13    

Wednesday     
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6:30pm 
RCIA 

(Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) 

14  

Thursday  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30pm 

CITY  
COMPASS 

15 

Friday  

 
 

 
 
 

 

12.15pm 
STATIONS OF 
THE CROSS 

16  

Saturday 

 

 

17  
 

Sunday  

 

Fifth Sunday  

of Lent 
 

10.30am Mass 
(Catholic Institute 
of Sydney 
Opening Mass) 
 
 

2pm Sunday  
Public Tour 
 

18  

Monday 

 

ST PATRICK 
 
10am St Patrick’s 
Day Mass 

19 

Tuesday 

 

ST JOSEPH, 
SPOUSE OF 
THE BLESSED 
VIRGIN MARY 

20    

Wednesday     
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

6:30pm 
RCIA 

(Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) 

21  

Thursday  

 

 

 
 

 

6:30pm 

CITY  
COMPASS 

22 

Friday  

 
 

 

12.15pm 
STATIONS OF 
THE CROSS 

23  

Saturday 

 

 

24  
 

Sunday  

 

PALM 
SUNDAY 

 
 

2pm Sunday  
Public Tour 
 

25  

Monday 

 

 

26 

Tuesday 

 

 

27    

Wednesday     
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
6:30pm 
RCIA 

(Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) 

28  
 

MAUNDY 

THURSDAY 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Mass Times 
 

10.30am  
Chrism Mass 
 

6.30pm Mass of 
the Lord’s Supper 
 

9.00pm Compline 
 

29 
 

GOOD  

FRIDAY 
 
 

Mass Times 
 
10.00am Stations 
of the Cross 
 
3.00pm  
Passion  
of the  
Lord 

30  
 

HOLY 

SATURDAY 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Mass Times 
 

10.00am 

Tenebrae 
 

7.30pm  

Easter  

Vigil 

31  
 
 
 

EASTER 

       SUNDAY 
 
 

Mass Times 
 
7.00am  
 

9.00am 
 

10.30am 
 

5pm Vespers & 
Benediction 
 

6.00pm 
 
 

2pm Sunday  
Public Tour 
 

1  
 

 

EASTER 
MONDAY 

 

 

 

Public Holiday 

Mass 9am 

2 

Tuesday 

 

 
Resume  
normal  
Liturgy 
Schedule 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CATHEDRAL NOTICES 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Patrick's Day Mass 

Bishop Terry Brady, Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus warmly invites you to the celebration of the St Patrick’s 

Feast Day Mass on Monday, 18th March 2024 at 10:00am in St Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney. 

Emmaus Silent Retreat 
 

Embark on the sacred journey of the disciples on the 
road to Emmaus, where the victorious love of God is 
revealed through the abiding presence of Jesus. Be 
renewed in spending time alone with the Lord, and 
watch as He slowly sets your heart ablaze.  This retreat 
is run by the MGL Sisters and is a retreat for both men 
and women. 
DATE: Friday 19th April - Sunday 21st April 2024 
VENUE: Varroville NSW  
More information and registration 
at trybooking.com/CNSXK 
 

https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/
mailto:sydney@op-tn.org
file://///chancery.local/dfs/SMCData/Bulletin/2024/at%20trybooking.com/CPENF
https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/
http://www.trybooking.com/CPPUE
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/18x3mp/2222193/7qfZ6LgVj8w0_BwnXSQlNN0ECTbW7xcpH7akarKp.html
http://www.gomakedisciples.org.au/called-gifted-discernment-process/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://cathedralfriends.org.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/music/st-marys-singers/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/st-marys-cathedral-training-choir/


 

 

 

 

 

 

https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/

