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FIRST READING   Jeremiah 31:31-34  (Year B) 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 
The days are coming when I will make a new covenant with Israel and I will 
forgive their iniquity. 
 

See, the days are coming - it is the Lord who speaks - when I will make a new 
covenant with the House of Israel and the House of Judah, but not a covenant 
like the one I made with their ancestors on the day I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt. They broke that covenant of mine, so I had 
to show them who was master. It is the Lord who speaks. No, this is the 
covenant I will make with the House of Israel when those days arrive - it is the 
Lord who speaks. Deep within them I will plant my Law, writing it on their 
hearts. Then I will be their God and they shall be my people. There will be no 
further need for neighbour to try to teach neighbour, or brother to say to 
brother, 'Learn to know the Lord!' No, they will all know me, the least no less 
than the greatest - it is the Lord who speaks - since I will forgive their iniquity 
and never call their sin to mind. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM   Ps 50:3-4, 12-15 (Year B) 

R. Create a clean heart in me, O God. 

Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness. 
In your compassion blot out my offence. 
O wash me more and more from my guilt 

and cleanse me from my sin. R. 

 

Please note: the liturgy for today’s 

Sunday 6pm Mass is (Year A) 



 

 
 
 
 

A pure heart create for me, O God, 
put a steadfast spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence, 

nor deprive me of your holy spirit. R. 
 

Give me again the joy of your help; 
with a spirit of fervour sustain me, 
that I may teach transgressors your ways 

and sinners may return to you. R. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SECOND READING   Hebrews 5:7-9   (Year B) 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 
He learnt to obey and became for all the source of eternal salvation. 
 

During his life on earth, Christ offered up prayer and entreaty, aloud and in 
silent tears, to the one who had the power to save him out of death, and he 
submitted so humbly that his prayer was heard. Although he was Son, he learnt 
to obey through suffering; but having been made perfect, he became for all who 
obey him the source of eternal salvation. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   John 12:26  (Year B) 

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
If you serve me, follow me, says the Lord; 
and where I am, my servant will also be. 
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note: the liturgy for today’s 

Sunday 6pm Mass is (Year A) 



 

 

 
 
 

GOSPEL   John 12:20-30 (Year B) 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
If a grain of wheat falls on the ground and dies, it yields a rich harvest. 
 

Among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. These 
approached Philip, who came from Bethsaida in Galilee, and put this request to 
him, 'Sir, we should like to see Jesus.' Philip went to tell Andrew, and Andrew and 
Philip together went to tell Jesus. Jesus replied to them: 

'Now the hour has come 
for the Son of Man to be glorified. 
I tell you, most solemnly, 
unless a wheat grain falls on the ground and dies, 
it remains only a single grain; 
but if it dies, 
it yields a rich harvest. 
Anyone who loves his life loses it; 
anyone who hates his life in this world 
will keep it for the eternal life. 
If a man serves me, he must follow me, 
wherever I am, my servant will be there too. 
If anyone serves me, my Father will honour him. 
Now my soul is troubled. 
What shall I say: 
Father, save me from this hour? 
But it was for this very reason that I have come to this hour. 
Father, glorify your name!' 
 

A voice came from heaven, 'I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.' 
 

People standing by, who heard this, said it was a clap of thunder; others said, 'It 
was an angel speaking to him.' Jesus answered, 'It was not for my sake that this 
voice came, but for yours. 

'Now sentence is being passed on this world; 
now the prince of this world is to be overthrown. 
And when I am lifted up from the earth, 
I shall draw all men to myself.' 

By these words he indicated the kind of death he would die. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Please note: the liturgy for today’s 

Sunday 6pm Mass is (Year A) 



 

 

WORD FROM THE ACTING DEAN 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors, 

 
Happy Sunday! 

 
I hope you’re having a blessed Lent. 

 
You would have noticed the covering of the crosses and sacred images throughout the 
Cathedral. This happens in time for the Fifth Sunday of Lent and the coverings remain until 
the Easter Vigil. This time, traditionally known as Passiontide, is a time to focus more on 
Christ who veiled his Divinity during his Passion. He was naked, suffered, and died for us, 
so that stripped from the comforts of this world we would cling to the saving power of God. 

 
As the First Preface of the Passion of the Lord puts it in the weekdays ahead:  

 
For through the saving Passion of your Son 
the whole world has received a heart 
to confess the infinite power of your majesty… 

 
Our hearts are being changed by the Passion of Jesus. 
What a joy to have two great Saints to help us push through these final days of Lent before 
we enter Holy Week. 

 
The Solemnity of St Patrick is transferred to Monday this year and on Tuesday we will 
celebrate the Solemnity of St Joseph, spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. I want to 
encourage you to make a visit to the Irish Saints Chapel inside the Cathedral (right side of 
the Sanctuary) and the Chapel of St Joseph (back left of the Sanctuary). Even if veiled – 
ask these Saints to reveal to you what’s possible in your life when you say yes to God. 

 
I’m pleased to report that our Dean, Fr Don Richardson, has enjoyed and benefited greatly 
from his sabbatical experience so far. Whilst he won’t be here with us at Easter, he will 
return to resume his responsibilities at the Cathedral on April 13. 

 
Finally, Dear Parishioners, Volunteers and Staff, I can announce with a heart full of 
gratitude for the opportunity to meet and minister to you that I am approaching the end of 
my current appointment at St Mary’s Cathedral. It has been an absolute honour and joy to 
be appointed here as an Assistant Priest and Master of Ceremonies for coming up to five 
years! And more recently as Acting Dean and Administrator of the Mother Church of 
Australia I have only grown in my desire to serve as a Pastor of God’s people.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for all the encouragement and strength you have given me by your own faithful 
witness. I will complete my MC responsibilities on Easter Sunday and my final day at St 
Mary’s Cathedral will be on Sunday, April 14. 

 
Archbishop Anthony has appointed Fr Benjamin Saliba as his new Master of Ceremonies, 
commencing Easter Monday. 

 
Please be assured of my love and prayers as we prepare for the holiest of weeks ahead 
and please keep all the clergy in your prayers as we respond to the call of God in our lives. 

 
God bless you, 

 
Fr Lewi Barakat, Administrator and Acting Dean.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

UPCOMING LITURGIES AND EVENTS 

 

            March – April 2024 
 

 16  

Saturday 

 
 

17  
 

Sunday  

 

Fifth Sunday  

of Lent 
 

10.30am Mass 
(Catholic Institute 
of Sydney 
Opening Mass) 
 
 

2pm Sunday  
Public Tour 
 

18  

Monday 

 

ST PATRICK 
 
10am St Patrick’s 
Day Mass 

19 

Tuesday 

 

ST JOSEPH, 
SPOUSE OF 
THE BLESSED 
VIRGIN MARY 

20    

Wednesday     
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

6:30pm 
RCIA 

(Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) 

21  

Thursday  

 

 

 
 

 

6:30pm 

CITY  
COMPASS 

22 

Friday  

 
 

 

12.15pm 
STATIONS OF 
THE CROSS 

23  

Saturday 

 

 

24  
 

Sunday  

 

PALM 
SUNDAY 

 
 

2pm Sunday  
Public Tour 
 

25  

Monday 

 

 

26 

Tuesday 

 

 

27    

Wednesday     
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
6:30pm 
RCIA 

(Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) 

28  
 

MAUNDY 

THURSDAY 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Mass Times 
 

10.30am  
Chrism Mass 
 

6.30pm Mass of 
the Lord’s Supper 
 

9.00pm Compline 

 
 

29 
 

GOOD  

FRIDAY 
 
 

Mass Times 
 
10.00am Stations 
of the Cross 
 
3.00pm  
Passion  
of the  
Lord 

30  
 

HOLY 

SATURDAY 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Mass Times 
 

10.00am 

Tenebrae 
 

7.30pm  

Easter  

Vigil 

31  
 

 
 

EASTER 

       SUNDAY 
 
 

Mass Times 
 
7.00am  
 

9.00am 
 

10.30am 
 

5pm Vespers & 
Benediction 
 

6.00pm 
 
 

2pm Sunday  
Public Tour 
 

1  
 

 

EASTER 
MONDAY 

 

 

 

Public Holiday 

Mass 9am 

2 

Tuesday 

 

 
Resume  
normal  
Liturgy 
Schedule 

3    

Wednesday     
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

6:30pm 
RCIA 

(Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) 

4  

Thursday  

 

 

 
 

 

6:30pm 

CITY  
COMPASS 

5 

Friday  

 
 

 

 

6  

Saturday 

 

 

7  
 

Sunday  

 

Divine Mercy 
 

 
2pm Sunday  
Public Tour 
 

8  

Monday 

 

The 

ANNUNCIATION 

of the LORD 

9 

Tuesday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CATHEDRAL NOTICES 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Patrick's Day Mass 
 

Bishop Terry Brady, Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus warmly 
invites you to the celebration of the  
St Patrick’s Feast Day Mass. 

 
DATE: Monday, 18th March 2024 
 

TIME: 10:00am 
 

VENUE: St Mary’s Cathedral 
 

LIVESTREAM:  
https://youtube.com/live/AwKkGlA4vak?feature=share 

 

Holy Thursday Visitation of the  
7 Churches Pilgrimage 
 

Parishioners are invited to prepare for the Jubilee Year  
in 2025 with prayer. One way of entering into prayer  
during Holy Week is to visit an altar of repose after the  
Mass of the Lord’s Supper.   
 

The devotion of visiting 7 Churches is a centuries old  
tradition in keeping with this liturgical practice.  
Families are invited to tailor their pilgrimage with a  
resource that will list Churches that will be open across  
the Archdiocese and provide reflections to meditate. 
 

For more information, please   
visit https://93yx.short.gy/7Churches 
or contact bishop.umbersoffice@sydneycatholic.org 

 

Restoration of Funding for Palliative Care 
 

Archbishop Fisher has encouraged the faithful to sign a petition             
calling for a restoration of funding for palliative care. 

 

There has been $250 million cut from the palliative care budget    
 in NSW, which will have a significant impact on the care people    
 in our state will receive at the end of life.  

 

Given that euthanasia is now legal in NSW, it is even more 
important that we ensure there are life-affirming options available 
to those who need it most.  

 

Petition closes on 3 April 2024. 

file://///chancery.local/dfs/SMCData/Bulletin/2024/at%20trybooking.com/CPENF
https://youtube.com/live/AwKkGlA4vak?feature=share
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/18krqf/2222347/.NI5o3QtTwQ3pXAWsbo0kZWnvoHsJBGaxHv_oaSp.html
mailto:bishop.umbersoffice@sydneycatholic.org
https://93yx.short.gy/7Churches


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emmaus Silent Retreat 
 

Embark on the sacred journey of the disciples 
on the road to Emmaus, where the victorious 
love of God is revealed through the abiding 
presence of Jesus.  
 

Be renewed in spending time alone with the 
Lord, and watch as He slowly sets your heart 
ablaze.  This retreat is run by the MGL Sisters 
and is a retreat for both men and women. 
 
DATE:  
Friday 19th April - Sunday 21st April 2024 
 

VENUE: Varroville NSW  

 

More information and registration 
at trybooking.com/CNSXK 
 

https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/
https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/
http://www.trybooking.com/CPPUE
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/18x3mp/2222193/7qfZ6LgVj8w0_BwnXSQlNN0ECTbW7xcpH7akarKp.html
http://www.gomakedisciples.org.au/called-gifted-discernment-process/
https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/
https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://cathedralfriends.org.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/st-marys-cathedral-training-choir/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/

