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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING   Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy 
I will put my words into the prophet's mouth, and he will tell them all I command. 
 

Moses said to the people: 'Your God will raise up for you a prophet like myself, 
from among yourselves, from your own brothers; to him you must listen. This is 
what you yourselves asked of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the 
Assembly. "Do not let me hear again" you said "the voice of the Lord my God, 
nor look any longer on this great fire, or I shall die"; and the Lord said to me,  
"All they have spoken is well said. I will raise up a prophet like yourself for them 
from their own brothers; I will put my words into his mouth and he shall tell 
them all I command him. The man who does not listen to my words that he 
speaks in my name, shall be held answerable to me for it. But the prophet who 
presumes to say in my name a thing I have not commanded him to say, or who 
speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die."' 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM   Ps 94:1-2, 6-9 

R. If today, you hear his voice, 
     harden not your hearts. 
 

Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; 
hail the rock who saves us. 
Let us come before him, giving thanks, 

with songs let us hail the Lord. R. 
 



 

 
 
 
 

Come in, let us kneel and bend low; 
let us kneel before the God who made us 
for he is our God and we 
the people who belong to his pasture, 

the flock that is led by his hand. R. 
 

O that today you would listen to his voice! 
'Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 
as on that day at Massah in the desert 
when your fathers put me to the test; 

when they tried me, though they saw my work.' R. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

SECOND READING   1 Corinthians 7:32-35 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 
The unmarried woman dedicates herself to the things of the Lord,  
that she might be holy. 
 

I would like to see you free from all worry. An unmarried man can devote 
himself to the Lord's affairs, all he need worry about is pleasing the Lord; but a 
married man has to bother about the world's affairs and devote himself to 
pleasing his wife: he is torn two ways. In the same way an unmarried woman, 
like a young girl, can devote herself to the Lord's affairs; all she need worry 
about is being holy in body and spirit. The married woman, on the other hand, 
has to worry about the world's affairs and devote herself to pleasing her 
husband. I say this only to help you, not to put a halter round your necks, but 
simply to make sure that everything is as it should be, and that you give your 
undivided attention to the Lord. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   Matthew 4:16 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
A people in darkness have seen a great light: 
a radiant dawn shines on those lost in death. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL   Mark 1:21-28 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 
This is a new kind of teaching that speaks with authority. 
 

Jesus and his followers went as far as Capernaum, and as soon as the Sabbath 
came Jesus went to the synagogue and began to teach. And his teaching made a 
deep impression on them because, unlike the scribes, he taught them with 
authority. 
 

In their synagogue just then there was a man possessed by an unclean spirit, 
and it shouted, 'What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come 
to destroy us? I know who you are: the Holy One of God.' But Jesus said sharply, 
'Be quiet! Come out of him!' And the unclean spirit threw the man into 
convulsions and with a loud cry went out of him. The people were so astonished 
that they started asking each other what it all meant. 'Here is a teaching that is 
new' they said 'and with authority behind it: he gives orders even to unclean 
spirits and they obey him.' And his reputation rapidly spread everywhere, 
through all the surrounding Galilean countryside. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

        WORD FROM our new cathedral assistant priest 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Dear Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors, 

 

What a beautiful place I now get to call home.  It was an honour to be asked to 

come and serve the people of God at the mother Church of our great land.   

I was ordained on August 6, 2022 and spent the first year of priesthood at St 

John the Baptist, Bonnyrigg Heights.  I am a proud Aussie with a Lebanese 

background and love the meshing of our beautiful cultures.  I very much look 

forward to serving you all as an assistant priest here at St Mary’s.  I am a die-

hard Bulldogs supporter and in my free time, a proud podcaster which I 

encourage you all to check out.  Search “Against the Grain podcast - Father 

and Son talk faith and footy.” A friend and I talk about faith and footy, where 

we navigate the sporting world, talking to professional athletes and religious 

figures about how to effectively engage a culture that is highly secular.   

I look forward to meeting you all and saying hello in the coming months.  I 

won’t share too much more because that takes the fun out of a potential 

conversation.  To Jesus, through Mary!! 

 

Fr Benjamin Saliba,  

Assistant Priest  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

UPCOMING LITURGIES AND EVENTS 

 

     January – February 2024 
 

 27  

Saturday 

 
 

28  
 

Sunday  

 
 
 
 

 

2pm Sunday  
Public Tour 
 

29  

Monday 

 

 
 
 

30 

Tuesday 

 

 

31  

Wednesday  

 

St John Bosco  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6:30pm 
RCIA 

(Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) 

1  

Thursday  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30pm 

CITY  
COMPASS 

2 

Friday  

 

The Presentation  
of the Lord 
 

WORLD DAY  

OF PRAYER FOR 

CONSECRATED LIFE 

3  

Saturday 

 

 

4  
 

Sunday  

 

WORD OF GOD 

SUNDAY 
 
 

 

2pm Sunday  
Public Tour 
 

5  

Monday 

 

St Agatha 

 
 
 

6 

Tuesday 

 

Sts Paul Miki  
and Companions  
 

7  

Wednesday  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30pm 
RCIA 

(Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) 

8  

Thursday  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

6:30pm 

CITY  
COMPASS 

9 

Friday  

 

 

10  

Saturday 

 

St Scholastica  
 

11  
 

Sunday  

 
 

WORLD DAY  
OF PRAYER  

FOR THE SICK  
 

 

2pm Sunday  
Public Tour 
 

12  

Monday 

 

 
 
 

13 

Tuesday 

 

 

14    

      ASH 
WEDNESDAY 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

6:30pm 
RCIA 

(Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) 

15  

Thursday  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

6:30pm 

CITY  
COMPASS 

16 

Friday  

 

 
12.15pm 

STATIONS OF 
THE CROSS 

17  

Saturday 

 

 

18  
 

Sunday  

 

First Sunday  

of Lent 
 
 

2pm Sunday  
Public Tour 

 

19  

Monday 

 

 
 

 

20 

Tuesday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CATHEDRAL NOTICES 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of Life and Love Marriage 
Preparation Weekend 

 

Engagement is a beautiful time to 
intentionally prepare for your vocation.  
 

The ‘Of Life and Love’ Marriage Preparation 
Weekend will help you to understand more 
deeply the sacramental nature of marriage, 
offer practical wisdom from married couples 
and provide opportunity for discussion and 
prayer.  
 

Of Life and Love is a recognised marriage 
preparation course. 
 

DATE: 24-25th February 2024  
               (no overnight stay) 
 

VENUE: at St Luke the Evangelist, Revesby.  
1 Beaconsfield St, Revesby NSW. 
 

More information and registration at 
www.trybooking.com/CMGTS  

Novena and procession 
in honour of 

Our Lady of Good Success 
 
Bridget Sakr of the Heartfelt Community is 
organising a novena and procession in honour of 
Our Lady of Good Success.  
 

The novena will begin on Thursday, 24 January 
and conclude on Thursday, 1 February 2024.  
 

We are hoping to get 20,000 people to pledge to 
pray the novena. People can pledge to pray the 
novena at https://tally.so/r/w5xjr6. 
 

On Saturday, 2 February, Fr Ronnie Maree will 
say Mass at 7pm at St Joachim's Parish, 
Lidcombe, with the Procession following. There 
will be refreshments at the hall after Mass. 
 

https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/
https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/
https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/
http://www.gomakedisciples.org.au/cas-events
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/18b9xz/2221882/YXjuCaFDLFGMRM1a9FYgTmPYaeZSSdxBY.nSYeQ6.html
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/18bccs/2222112/fvVnljp16rBRhOgfeyI6Md00DfY62UcTeUB_Piev.html


 

 

 

https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/st-marys-cathedral-training-choir/

