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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
Prepare the way for the Lord. 
 

'Console my people, console them' 
says your God. 
'Speak to the heart of Jerusalem 
and call to her 
that her time of service is ended, 
that her sin is atoned for, 
that she has received from the hand of the Lord 
double punishment for all her crimes.' 
 

A voice cries, 'Prepare in the wilderness 
a way for the Lord. 
Make a straight highway for our God 
across the desert. 
Let every valley be filled in, 
every mountain and hill be laid low, 
let every cliff become a plain, 
and the ridges a valley; 
then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed 
and all mankind shall see it; 
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.' 
 

Go up on a high mountain, 
joyful messenger to Zion. 
Shout with a loud voice, 
joyful messenger to Jerusalem. 
Shout without fear, 
say to the towns of Judah, 
'Here is your God.' 
Here is the Lord coming with power, 
his arm subduing all things to him. 
 



 

 
The prize of his victory is with him, 
his trophies all go before him. 
He is like a shepherd feeding his flock, 
gathering lambs in his arms, 
holding them against his breast 
and leading to their rest the mother ewes. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM   Ps 84:9-14 

R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation. 
 

I will hear what the Lord God has to say, 
a voice that speaks of peace, 
peace for his people. 
His help is near for those who fear him 

and his glory will dwell in our land. R. 
 

Mercy and faithfulness have met; 
justice and peace have embraced. 
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 

and justice look down from heaven. R. 
 

The Lord will make us prosper 
and our earth shall yield its fruit. 
Justice shall march before him 

and peace shall follow his steps. R. 

 
 
 
 

SECOND READING   2 Peter 3:8-14 

A reading from the second letter of St Peter 
We wait for new heavens and a new earth. 
 

There is one thing, my friends, that you must never forget: that with the Lord, 'a day' can 
mean a thousand years, and a thousand years is like a day. The Lord is not being slow to 
carry out his promises, as anybody else might be called slow; but he is being patient with 
you all, wanting nobody to be lost and everybody to be brought to change his ways. The 
Day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then with a roar the  
sky will vanish, the elements will catch fire and fall apart, the earth and all that it 
contains will be burnt up. 
 



 

 
Since everything is coming to an end like this, you should be living holy and saintly lives 
while you wait and long for the Day of God to come, when the sky will dissolve in flames 
and the elements melt in the heat. What we are waiting for is what he promised: the 
new heavens and new earth, the place where righteousness will be at home. So then, 
my friends, while you are waiting, do your best to live lives without spot or stain so that 
he will find you at peace. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   Luke 3:4, 6 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: 
all people shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL   Mark 1:1-8 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

Make straight the paths of the Lord. 
 

The beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It is written in the 

book of the prophet Isaiah: 

Look, I am going to send my messenger before you; 
he will prepare your way. 
A voice cries in the wilderness: 
Prepare a way for the Lord, 
make his paths straight, 

and so it was that John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. All Judaea and all the people of Jerusalem made 

their way to him, and as they were baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed 

their sins. John wore a garment of camel-skin, and he lived on locusts and wild honey. In 

the course of his preaching he said, 'Someone is following me, someone who is more 

powerful than I am, and I am not fit to kneel down and undo the strap of his sandals. I 

have baptised you with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.' 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 



 

 

WORD FROM THE DEAN 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors, 

 

Preparations are underway for the opening night of the “Christmas at the Cathedral” 

evening festival in the square, featuring of course the illuminations on the façade of the 

cathedral. The theme is the well known song, “The Twelve Days of Christmas”, which 

may also be considered to have Christian doctrinal meanings hidden behind the 

numbers. These symbols will be carried through into the cathedral’s internal 

decorations. 

As part of the musical programme  of “Christmas at the Cathedral” there will be different 

groups performing in the square each night. Be sure not to miss St Mary’s Cathedral 

Choir at 7.30pm on Friday 15th December and the St Mary’s Singers at 6.30pm on 

Sunday 17th! 

I’d like to remind you that the Cathedral Choir will not be putting on a Christmas 

Concert this year, but instead a very special celebration, “O Emmanuel”: a reflection in 

words and music on the mystery of the Incarnation, with a time of adoration, on Sunday 

17th at 4.30pm. (It will take the place of our usual Sunday Vespers and Benediction.) 

Some people have asked me whether, because Christmas is on a Monday this year, 

they can just go to Mass on Sunday evening, 24th, Christmas Eve, to cover both their 

Sunday and Christmas Mass obligations. The answer is NO! Two obligations (Sunday 

and Christmas), two Masses! You could, if you chose, go to Mass on the evening of 

Sunday the 24th to fulfil your Sunday obligation, and on the morning of the 25th to fulfil 

your Christmas obligation. Or you could go to Mass on the morning of Sunday to fulfil 

your Sunday obligation, and to another Mass on Sunday evening celebrated as a 

Christmas Vigil to fulfil your Christmas obligation. Two obligations, two Masses, no 

shirking of your responsibilities.  

(And anyway Christmas is hardly the time to be making St Nicholas sad by your 

misbehavior!) 

Have a great week with God’s blessing, 

 

 

Fr Don Richardson, Dean 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

UPCOMING LITURGIES AND EVENTS 

 

          December 2023 
 

 9  

Saturday 

 
 

10  
 

Sunday  

 

Second Sunday  
of Advent 
 

10.30am Mass 
(Mass for Expectant 
Mothers & those 
Hoping to 
Conceive) 
 

2pm Sunday  
Public Tour   

11  

Monday 

 

 
 
 
 
 

12 

Tuesday 

 

13  

Wednesday

St Lucy   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

6:30pm 
RCIA 

(Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) 
(Last session for 

the year) 

14  

Thursday 

St John  
of the Cross  
 

 

Christmas  

at the Cathedral 

from 5.30pm 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

6:30pm 

CITY  
COMPASS 

15 

Friday  

 

Cathedral 
Choir 
performing at 
Christmas at 
the Cathedral 
(in Cathedral 
Forecourt) 

16  

Saturday 

 

 

17  
 

Sunday  

 

Third Sunday  
of Advent 
 
 

2pm Sunday  
Public Tour 
 

4.30pm  
Carol  
Service  
by the  
Cathedral  
Choir 

  
7.30pm Interfaith 
Remembrance 
Service by the 
Catholic 
Cemetries & 
Crematoria 
 

18  

Monday 

 

 
 
 
 
 

19 

Tuesday 
 

20  

Wednesday   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

21  

Thursday 

 
 

6:30pm 

CITY  
COMPASS 
(Last one for the 
year) 

22 

Friday  

 

 
 

7pm  
Artes Christi 
‘Carols for 
Peace’ 

23  

Saturday 

 

 

24  
 

Sunday  

 

Fourth Sunday  
of Advent 
 
 

 
 

25  

Monday 

 

The NATIVITY 
of the LORD 

 
 
 
 

26 

Tuesday 

St Stephen  
 

Public Holiday 
Mass 9am 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CATHEDRAL NOTICES 
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     lo al  f s or  a 

 lo al   f sChristmas

cards are a great way to

spread  oy and hope this

Christmas season and to

make a life changing

impact.

Jesus Our Light and Hope:  
Advent Twilight Retreat 
 

Take time this Advent to pause and reflect at the 
Twilight Advent Retreat hosted at Joseph's 
Camperdown. A time to receive the peace and 
hope of Christmas. All welcome. 
 

Date:  Tuesday 12 December 
Time: 6.30 pm – 9:30 pm (doors open at 6 pm) 
Venue: St Joseph's Parish 
Address: 2 Missenden Road, Camperdown 

 

LISTEN TO THE WORD:  
Prepare for His birth - Advent Companion 2023 
 

The beautiful Season of Advent is approaching.  
Let us make the most of this precious time to gather in our  
parishes and communities to prepare for the coming of Jesus.  
This free Advent Companion contains Gospel readings for the  
Sundays of Advent and Christmas, and spiritual reflections by  
Christian Stephens, Rachel Vala, Milad Khalil, Sr Anastasia  
Reeves OP, and Fr Matthew Meagher.  
Designed for individual or group prayer, either in-person or  
online. The resources will be available in parishes of the  
Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney,  
and online at www.gomakedisciples.org.au. 
 

 

Car  as A s ral a’s  aza Cr s s Appeal 
 

The sudden escalation of hostilities in Israel and Gaza since  
7 October has seen unimaginable impacts for the people  
affected by this conflict.  
 

The human toll has been devastating with more than 7,000  
deaths across Israel and Gaza. Over 5,700 Palestinians have  
been killed so far, nearly half of them are children, while more  
than 15,000 people have been injured in Gaza.  
 

Over 1.4 million people (60% of the population) have been displaced in Gaza with immediate food, 
shelter, health, and psychosocial needs.  
 

Caritas Australia is working with our partner Catholic Relief Services (CRS), providing emergency 
shelter for over 1,200 people and cash support to over 7,100 families so far. We are also assisting with 
household items, including mattresses, blankets and other materials and support for food assistance 
and water, sanitation and hygiene. 
 

Please dona e  o Car  as A s ral a’s  aza Cr s s Appeal  

You can donate online www.caritas.org.au/gaza or phone 1800 024 413 
 

http://www.globalgifts.org.au
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/g1cfx/2221853/xMZpr1fSKsO6PMqLpedGiY_43w8hYpCXBtuqhqPE.html
http://www.gomakedisciples.org.au
http://www.caritas.org.au/gaza
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/gaza-crisis/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://tobi.sydneycatholic.org/tob-love-responsibility/
summerschool.org.au
http://www.trybooking.com/CMGTS


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/
https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/
https://www.ourfaithourworks.org/give-to-smc
https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/
https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/
https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/music/concert-news-events/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://christmasatthecathedral.org.au/

