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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 63:16-17; 64:1,3-8 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
Oh that you would tear the heavens apart and come down. 
 

You, Lord, yourself are our Father, 
Our Redeemer is your ancient name. 
Why, Lord, leave us to stray from your ways 
and harden our hearts against fearing you? 
Return, for the sake of your servants, 
the tribes of your inheritance. 
Oh, that you would tear the heavens open and come down 
- at your Presence the mountains would melt. 
No ear has heard, 
no eye has seen 
any god but you act like this 
for those who trust him. 
You guide those who act with integrity 
and keep your ways in mind. 
You were angry when we were sinners; 
we had long been rebels against you. 
We were all like men unclean, 
all that integrity of ours is like filthy clothing. 
We have all withered like leaves 
and our sins blew us away like the wind. 
No one invoked your name 
or roused himself to catch hold of you. 
For you hid your face from us 
and gave us up to the power of our sins. 
And yet, Lord, you are our Father; 
we the clay, you the potter, 
we are all the work of your hand. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM   Ps 79:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 

R. Lord, make us turn to you, let us see your face 
        and we shall be saved. 
 

O shepherd of Israel, hear us, 
shine forth from your cherubim throne. 
O Lord, rouse up your might, 

O Lord, come to our help. R. 
 

God of hosts, turn again, we implore, 
look down from heaven and see, 
Visit this vine and protect it, 

the vine your right hand has planted. R. 
 

May your hand be on the man you have chosen, 
the man you have given your strength. 
And we shall never forsake you again: 

give us life that we may call upon your name. R. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECOND READING   1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 
The revelation we looked for, Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace. 
I never stop thanking God for all the graces you have received through Jesus Christ. I 
thank him that you have been enriched in so many ways, especially in your teachers 
and preachers; the witness to Christ has indeed been strong among you so that you 
will not be without any of the gifts of the Spirit while you are waiting for our Lord 
Jesus Christ to be revealed; and he will keep you steady and without blame until the 
last day, the day of our Lord Jesus Christ, because God by calling you has joined you 
to his Son, Jesus Christ; and God is faithful. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   Ps 84:8 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Lord, show us your mercy and love, 
and grant us your salvation. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL   Mark 13:33-37 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 
Stay awake! You never know when the Lord will come. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: 'Be on your guard, stay awake, because you never know 
when the time will come. It is like a man travelling abroad: he has gone from home, 
and left his servants in charge, each with his own task; and he has told the 
doorkeeper to stay awake. So stay awake, because you do not know when the master 
of the house is coming, evening, midnight, cockcrow, dawn; if he comes 
unexpectedly, he must not find you asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: Stay 
awake!' 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

WORD FROM THE DEAN 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors, 

 

In the face of the great tragedies in our own life and in the lives of others, 

sometimes all we can do is acknowledge what has happened or is happening, 

and pray to God for a new pathway to open up for those who caught up in the 

seemingly inescapable turmoil. Hence, with the situation in the Holy Land being 

what it is, with terrorism and war deeply affecting so many families and taking so 

many lives, the Australian Bishop’s Commission for Inter-religious Dialogue have 

asked that St Mary’s Cathedral host an “Occasion of Common Lamentation and 

Prayer for Peace”. This will take place in the cathedral on Wednesday, 6th 

December 2023 from 6.30pm - 7.30pm.  I would like to encourage you to come 

and pray for peace. 

 
 

 

Fr Don Richardson,  

Dean 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

UPCOMING LITURGIES AND EVENTS 

 

          December 2023 
 

 2  

Saturday 

 

10am Annual 
Lourdes Day Mass 
 

Please Note due 

to the Lourdes 

Mass today’s 9am 

and 12noon 

Masses  

are cancelled  
 

3  
 

Sunday  

 

First Sunday  
of Advent 
 

12pm Blessing of 
Nativity Scene 
(in Cathedral 
Forecourt) 
 

2pm Sunday  
Public Tour   

4  

Monday 

 

 
 
 
 
 

5 

Tuesday 

 

6  

Wednesday 

 
 

6.30pm 
Ecumenical & 
Interfaith 
Service  
‘A Prayer for 
Peace’  
 
 

6:30pm 
RCIA 

(Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) 

7  

Thursday 

St Ambrose  

 
 
 

Today’s 1.10pm 

Mass moved to 

the Crypt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

City Compass 

at Purpose 

Conference  

8 

Friday  

 

IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION 

9  

Saturday 

 

 

10  
 

Sunday  

 

Second Sunday  
of Advent 
 

10.30am Mass 
(Mass for Expectant 
Mothers & those 
Hoping to 
Conceive) 
 

2pm Sunday  
Public Tour   

11  

Monday 

 

 
 
 
 
 

12 

Tuesday 
 

13  

Wednesday

St Lucy   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6:30pm 
RCIA 

(Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) 

14  

Thursday 

St John  
of the Cross  
 

 

Christmas  

at the Cathedral 

from 5.30pm 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

6:30pm 

CITY  
COMPASS 

15 

Friday  

 

Cathedral 
Choir 
performing at 
Christmas at 
the Cathedral 
(in Cathedral 
Forecourt) 

16  

Saturday 

 

 

17  
 

Sunday  

 

Third Sunday  
of Advent 
 
 

2pm Sunday  
Public Tour 
 

4.30pm  
Carol  
Service  
by the  
Cathedral  
Choir 

  
7.30pm Interfaith 
Remembrance 
Service by the 
Catholic 
Cemetries & 
Crematoria 
 

18  

Monday 

 

 
 
 
 
 

19 

Tuesday 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CATHEDRAL NOTICES 
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An Occasion of Common 
Lamentation and Prayer for 
Peace 
 

Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP and Bishop 
Michael McKenna, Chair of the Bishops’ 
Commission for Christian Unity and Inter-Religious 
Dialogue invites you to An Occasion of Common 
Lamentation and Prayer for Peace 
 

Date: Wednesday 6th December 
Time: 6:30pm-7:30pm 
Location: St Mary’s Cathedral 

        a        r  a 

    a       Christmas

cards are a  reat way to

spread  oy and hope this

Christmas season and to

make a life chan in 

impact.

Jesus Our Light and Hope:  
Advent Twilight Retreat 
 

Take time this Advent to pause and reflect at the 
Twilight Advent Retreat hosted at Joseph's 
Camperdown. A time to receive the peace and 
hope of Christmas. All welcome. 
 

Date:  Tuesday 12 December 
Time: 6.30 pm – 9:30 pm (doors open at 6 pm) 
Venue: St Joseph's Parish 
Address: 2 Missenden Road, Camperdown 

 

LISTEN TO THE WORD: Prepare for 
His birth - Advent Companion 2023 
 

The beautiful Season  
of Advent is approaching.  
Let us make the most of  
this precious time to  
gather in our parishes and  
communities to prepare for  
the coming of Jesus.  
This free Advent Companion contains Gospel 
readings for the Sundays of Advent and 
Christmas, and spiritual reflections by Christian 
Stephens, Rachel Vala, Milad Khalil, Sr 
Anastasia Reeves OP, and Fr Matthew 
Meagher. Designed for individual or group 
prayer, either in-person or online. The resources 
will be available in parishes of the Catholic 
Archdiocese of Sydney, and online at 
www.gomakedisciples.org.au. 
 

https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/gaza-crisis/
http://www.globalgifts.org.au
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/events/summer-series/
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/g1cfx/2221853/xMZpr1fSKsO6PMqLpedGiY_43w8hYpCXBtuqhqPE.html
http://www.gomakedisciples.org.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.trybooking.com/CLMSM


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/
https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/
https://www.ourfaithourworks.org/give-to-smc
https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/
https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/
https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/music/concert-news-events/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://christmasatthecathedral.org.au/

