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THIRTY SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

 

                          2023 

 

St Mary’s Cathedral Parish  

Including  

St Columbkille’s Church,  

McElhone Street, Woolloomooloo 



 

  
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

 

 

 

 
 

FIRST READING   Wisdom 6:12-16 

A reading from the book of Wisdom 
Wisdom is found by those who look for it. 
 

Wisdom is bright, and does not grow dim. 
By those who love her she is readily seen, 
and found by those who look for her. 
Quick to anticipate those who desire her, she makes herself known to them. 
Watch for her early and you will have no trouble; 
you will find her sitting at your gates. 
Even to think about her is understanding fully grown; 
be on the alert for her and anxiety will quickly leave you. 
She herself walks about looking for those who are worthy of her 
and graciously shows herself to them as they go, 
in every thought of theirs coming to meet them. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM   Ps 62:2-8 

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

O God, you are my God, for you I long; 
for you my soul is thirsting. 
My body pines for you 

like a dry, weary land without water. R. 
 
 



 

 
 

 
So I gaze on you in the sanctuary 
to see your strength and your glory. 
For your love is better than life, 

my lips will speak your praise. R. 
 

So I will bless you all my life, 
in your name I will lift up my hands. 
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, 

my mouth shall praise you with joy. R. 
 

On my bed I remember you. 
On you I muse through the night 
for you have been my help; 

in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. R. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

SECOND READING   1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians 
Those who died as Christians, God will bring to life with Jesus. 
 

We want you to be quite certain, brothers, about those who have died, to make 
sure that you do not grieve about them, like the other people who have no 
hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose again, and that it will be the same for 
those who have died in Jesus: God will bring them with him. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   Matthew 24:42, 44 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Be watchful and ready: 
you know not when the Son of Man is coming. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL   Matthew 25:1-13 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
Look, the bridegroom comes. Go out to meet him. 
 

Jesus told this parable to his disciples: 'The kingdom of heaven will be like this: 
Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of 
them were foolish and five were sensible: the foolish ones did take their lamps, 
but they brought no oil, whereas the sensible ones took flasks of oil as well as 
their lamps. The bridegroom was late, and they all grew drowsy and fell asleep. 
But at midnight there was a cry, "The bridegroom is here! Go out and meet 
him." At this, all those bridesmaids woke up and trimmed their lamps, and the 
foolish ones said to the sensible ones, "Give us some of your oil: our lamps are 
going out." But they replied, "There may not be enough for us and for you; you 
had better go to those who sell it and buy some for yourselves." They had gone 
off to buy it when the bridegroom arrived. Those who were ready went in with 
him to the wedding hall and the door was closed. The other bridesmaids arrived 
later. "Lord, Lord," they said, "open the door for us." But he replied, "I tell you 
solemnly, I do not know you." So stay awake, because you do not know either 
the day or the hour.' 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

WORD FROM THE DEAN 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors, 

 

This afternoon (Sunday) we welcome people from several parishes of the Western Deanery for 

the Sacrament of Confirmation at two special Masses. Please keep the young Confirmation 

candidates in your prayers! 

The appalling circumstances in the Holy Land are deeply disturbing for everyone. Let us keep 

praying and doing penance, and we must also guard our own hearts and minds against any 

bigotry or prejudice of a racial, cultural or religious nature. Times of international crisis like this 

tend to reveal the flaws in our own society and our personal vulnerabilities too.  

You may wish to consider donating money to the Caritas Australia Gaza Crisis Appeal, via 

their website (caritas.org.au) or directly to the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem, which is the 

Catholic diocese whose people are right there in Israel and Gaza – see their website on how to 

send funds (lpj.org/posts/general-appeal). Cardinal Pizzaballa, the Latin Patriarch, writes from 

Jerusalem:  

“Hundreds of people from all over the world have contacted us and have helped us to 

offer concrete support. We know what we need to do, as we have done with all our 

heart in previous crises, and we will undoubtedly do it again. Please help us to make a 

concrete difference and to build the necessary environment so that, in this society 

scarred by hatred, we may again sow the seeds of trust, of hope and of love.” 

So much suffering in the world. We have the victims of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, the 

people of Sudan caught in the crossfire between opposing militaries there, the continued 

deadly attacks on civilians by the military in Myanmar, and many more “forgotten” conflicts and 

persecutions across the globe. And closer to home we have the tragedy of deaths from 

domestic violence, suicide, and negligence.  

The world needs the Gospel. The world needs Christians who live their faith, and who can be a 

leaven, a light, and bringers of hope. The Holy Spirit will help us to be that leaven, by His gifts 

of wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord. 

 

 

Fr Don Richardson,  

Dean 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

UPCOMING LITURGIES AND EVENTS 

 

November - December 2023 
 

 11  

Saturday 
 

St Martin of 
Tours 
 

12pm Mass  
(Irish Mass of 
Remembrance) 

12  
 

Sunday  

 

12.30pm &  
3.30pm (2 Sessions) 
Western Deanery 
Confirmations  
 

* Please Note  
due to the 
Confirmations  
there will be no 
2pm Public Tour 
 

7pm 
EMBRACE  

13  

Monday 

 

 
 
 
 
 

14 

Tuesday 

 

15  

Wednesday 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6:30pm 
RCIA 

(Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) 

16  

Thursday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30pm 

CITY  
COMPASS 

17 

Friday  

St Elizabeth  
of Hungary 

18  

Saturday 
 

 

 

19  
 

Sunday  

 

WORLD DAY OF 

THE POOR 
 

2pm Sunday  
Public Tour 

 

2.30pm  
Annual  
Catechist Mass 

20  

Monday 

 

 
 
 
 
 

21 

Tuesday 

The 
Presentation  
of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 
 

22  

Wednesday 

St Cecilia  

 
 

5.30pm Mass 
(Red Wednesday) 
 
 

6:30pm 
RCIA 

(Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) 

 

23  

Thursday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30pm 

CITY  
COMPASS 

24 

Friday  

Sts Andrew  
Dung-Lac and 
companions 
 

Please note 
There will be no 
12pm Adoration 
today  

25  

Saturday 
 

 

 
 

12pm Mass 
(70th Anniversary  
of the Founding  
of Billings) 

 

26  
 

Sunday  

 

      CHRIST 
    THE KING 
 

 

10.30am Mass 
(EOHSJ Investiture) 
 
 

2pm Sunday  
Public Tour 

   

27  

Monday 

 

 
 
 
 
 

28 

Tuesday 
 

29  

Wednesday 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

6:30pm 
RCIA 

(Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) 

30  

Thursday 

St Andrew  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30pm 

CITY  
COMPASS 

1 

Friday  

 

2  

Saturday 

 

10am Annual 
Lourdes Day Mass 

 

3  
 

Sunday  

 

First Sunday  
of Advent 
 

12pm Blessing of 
Nativity Scene 
(in Cathedral 
Forecourt) 
 

2pm Sunday  
Public Tour 
  

4  

Monday 

 

 
 
 
 

 

5 

Tuesday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CATHEDRAL NOTICES 
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Sydney Street Feast 2023 
Volunteers Welcome 
 

On Friday, 17 November, Archbishop Anthony Fisher 
will host a free luncheon for Sydney’s homeless in the 
forecourt of St Mary’s Cathedral from 12 pm to 2 pm. 
A large number of guests are expected and volunteers 
from parishes are invited to help serve food and to sit and 
accompany guests during lunch. A great opportunity to 
show support and solidarity with fellow Sydneysiders 
experiencing homelessness. 

Register your interest at https://bit.ly/StreetFeast2023 

 

 

Volunteer Accountant/Finance Officer 
 

Are you a retired Accountant looking to contribute your 
financial skills to a Catholic Charity?   
 

Palms Australia facilitates our response, as church, to global 
communities who seek mentors to build the capacity of their 
organisations and individuals and so reduce poverty.  Securing 
a part-time volunteer Accountant will allow Palms to use more of 
their donations to recruit, prepare, send, and support the 
qualified and experienced Catholics who volunteer for our 
mission abroad.    

 

Please Contact Kevin Wilson 
Ph 9560 5333 OR E-mail kevin@palms.org.au  

 

https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/
https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/gaza-crisis/
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/fypzs/2221805/Bdq0Oy8yEA9a2yppysyuKTPUCtcQ2RaZWx83yVkc.html
https://palms.org.au/
mailto:kevin@palms.org.au
https://palms.org.au/
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