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TWENTY Seventh SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

 

                          2023 

 

St Mary’s Cathedral Parish  

Including  

St Columbkille’s Church,  

McElhone Street, Woolloomooloo 



 

  
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 5:1-7 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
The vineyard of the Lord God of hosts is the House of Israel. 
 

Let me sing to my friend 
the song of his love for his vineyard. 
My friend has a vineyard 
on a fertile hillside. 
He dug the soil, cleared it of stones, 
and planted choice vines in it. 
In the middle he built a tower, 
he dug a press there too. 
He expected it to yield grapes, 
but sour grapes were all that it gave. 
And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 
and men of Judah, 
I ask you to judge 
between my vineyard and me. 
What could I have done for my vineyard 
that I have not done? 
I expected it to yield grapes. 
Why did it yield sour grapes instead? 
Very well, I will tell you 
what I am going to do to my vineyard: 
I will take away its hedge for it to be grazed on, 
and knock down its wall for it to be trampled on. 
I will lay it waste, unpruned, undug; 
overgrown by the briar and the thorn. 
I will command the clouds 
to rain no rain on it. 
Yes, the vineyard of the Lord of hosts 
is the House of Israel, 
and the men of Judah 
that chosen plant. 
 
 



 

 

He expected justice, but found bloodshed, 
integrity, but only a cry of distress. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM   Ps 79:9, 12-16, 19-20 

R. The vineyard of the Lord is the House of Israel. 
 

You brought a vine out of Egypt; 
to plant it you drove out the nations. 
It stretched out its branches to the sea, 

to the Great River it stretched out its shoots. R. 
 

Then why have you broken down its walls? 
It is plucked by all who pass by. 
It is ravaged by the boar of the forest, 

devoured by the beasts of the field. R. 
 

God of hosts, turn again, we implore, 
look down from heaven and see. 
Visit this vine and protect it, 

the vine your right hand has planted. R. 
 

And we shall never forsake you again: 
give us life that we may call upon your name. 
God of hosts, bring us back; 

let your face shine on us and we shall be saved. R. 
 
 

 

SECOND READING   Philippians 4:6-9 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 
Do these things and the God of peace will be with you. 
 

There is no need to worry; but if there is anything you need, pray for it, asking God for it 
with prayer and thanksgiving, and that peace of God, which is so much greater than we 
can understand, will guard your hearts and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus. Finally, 
brothers, fill your minds with everything that is true, everything that is noble, everything 
that is good and pure, everything that we love and honour, and everything that can be 
thought virtuous or worthy of praise. Keep doing all the things that you learnt from me 
and have been taught by me and have heard or seen that I do. Then the God of peace 
will be with you. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   cf John 15:15 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I call you friends, says the Lord, 
because I have made known to you 
everything I have learnt from my Father. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL   Matthew 21:33-43 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
He leased his vineyard to other farmers. 
Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people: 'Listen to another parable. 
There was a man, a landowner, who planted a vineyard; he fenced it round, dug a 
winepress in it and built a tower; then he leased it to tenants and went abroad. When 
vintage time drew near he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his produce. But 
the tenants seized his servants, thrashed one, killed another and stoned a third. Next 
he sent some more servants, this time a larger number, and they dealt with them in 
the same way. Finally he sent his son to them. "They will respect my son," he said. 
But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, "This is the heir. Come on, 
let us kill him and take over his inheritance." So they seized him and threw him out of 
the vineyard and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will 
he do to those tenants?' They answered, 'He will bring those wretches to a wretched 
end and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will deliver the produce to him 
when the season arrives.' Jesus said to them, 'Have you never read in the scriptures: 

 

It was the stone rejected by the builders 
that became the keystone. 
This was the Lord's doing 
and it is wonderful to see? 

 

'I tell you, then, that the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a people 
who will produce its fruit.' 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 



 

 

WORD FROM THE cathedral clergy 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Dear Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors, 

 

Today’s readings from Isaiah and the Gospel remind us how we all get an invitation 
to work in the Father’s vineyard—where that ‘work’ is really to be who God wants us 
to be, people able to recognize his Son when he passes by. One person who 
certainly did that was Bernadette of Lourdes. Since this is the month of the Rosary, 
I’ll draw on what Pope Benedict said on his visit to Lourdes in 2008, celebrating the 
150th anniversary of Our Lady’s appearance there. 
  

He spoke of: 
  

▪  a simple young girl from Lourdes, Bernadette Soubirous, [who] saw a light, 
and in this light she saw a young lady who was “beautiful, more beautiful than 
any other.” This woman addressed her with kindness and gentleness, with 
respect and trust: “She said vous to me,” Bernadette recounted. “Would you 
do me the kindness of coming here for a fortnight?” Mary asked her. “She was 
looking at me as one person who speaks to another.” It was in this 
conversation, in this dialogue marked by such delicacy, that the Lady 
instructed her to deliver certain very simple messages on prayer, penance and 
conversion. It is hardly surprising that Mary should be beautiful, given that—
during the apparition of 25 March 1858—she reveals her name in this way:  
"I am the Immaculate Conception." 

  

▪  Let us now look at this “woman clothed with the sun” The Most Holy Virgin 
Mary, the glorious woman of the Apocalypse, wears on her head a crown of 
twelve stars which represent the twelve tribes of Israel, the entire people of 
God, the whole communion of saints, while at her feet is the moon, image of 
death and mortality. Mary left death behind her; she is entirely re-clothed with 
life, the life of her Son, the risen Christ. She is thus the sign of the victory of 
love, of good and of God, giving our world the hope it needs.  

  

▪  Lourdes is one of the places chosen by God for his beauty to be reflected 
with particular brightness, that’s the importance here of the symbol of light. 
From the fourth apparition onwards, on arriving at the grotto, Bernadette would 
light a votive candle each morning and hold it in her left hand for as long as the 
Virgin was visible to her. Soon, people would give Bernadette a candle to 
  
 



 

 
 
plant in the ground inside the grotto. Very soon, too, people would place their 
own candles in this place of light and peace. The Mother of God herself let it 
be known that she liked the touching homage of these thousands of torches, 
which since that time have continued to shine upon the rock of the 
apparition  and give her glory. From that day, before the grotto, night and day, 
summer and winter, a burning bush shines out, aflame with the prayers of 
pilgrims and the sick, who bring their concerns and their needs, but above all 
their faith and their hope. 

  

It is notable that Bernadette prays the rosary under the gaze of Mary, who unites 
herself to her at the moment of the Glory Be to the Father. This fact confirms the 
character of the prayer of the rosary as deeply centred on God. When we pray it, 
Mary offers us her heart and her gaze to contemplate the life of her Son, Jesus 
Christ.  
  

We know how much the prayer of Pope John Paul II, who came to Lourdes twice as 
Pope, relied on the Virgin Mary’s intercession. He also keenly encouraged the 
prayer of the rosary; one of the particular ways he did so was by enriching the Holy 
Rosary with the meditation of the Mysteries of Light.’ 

  

Pope Benedict said that Mary shows us the way to come to God. ‘She teaches us to 
approach him in truth and simplicity. Thanks to her, we discover that the Christian 
faith is not a burden: It is like a wing which enables us to fly higher, so as to take 
refuge in God’s embrace.’ 
  

Pope Francis, in St Peter’s Square, after his Angelus meditation on Oct. 1, asked us 
to pray to Our Lady for the Synod: 

  

Today begins the month of October, the month of the Rosary. … I encourage 
everyone to experience the beauty of praying the Rosary, contemplating the 
mysteries of Christ with Mary and invoking her intercession for the needs of 
the Church and of the world. Let us pray for … the Synod of Bishops during 
this month in which the first assembly on the theme of synodality in the Church 
takes place.  

 

 

Fr Brendan Purcell,  

Assistant Priest 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 

1. In Australia Catholics may receive Holy Communion standing or kneeling.  

2. In Australia Catholics may receive Holy Communion on the tongue or in the 

hand. They are to respond “Amen” after the priest or minister says “The Body 

of Christ” before they receive. 

 
. 

PLEASE NOTE:  

• If you are receiving on the tongue, PLEASE DO IT PROPERLY.  

The minister is not supposed to have to put fingers into  

your mouth. You are supposed to open your mouth and  

extend your tongue to cover your front teeth. Nor should  

you poke your tongue right out. Open your mouth, extend  

your tongue slightly, and tilt your head back slightly. 

 

 

• If you are receiving on the hand, PLEASE DO IT PROPERLY.  

Your hands should be bare, empty and clean. Place  

one hand open on top of the other so the minister can  

place the host on the open palm of your hand.  Allow  

the minister to place the host on the palm of your hand.  

Then take the host with the fingers of your other hand  

and place it in your mouth, in the presence of the  

minister – do not walk away with the host!  

 

• Because Catholics believe that the celebration of the Eucharist is a sign of the 

reality of the oneness of faith, life, and worship, members of those churches 

with whom we are not yet fully united are ordinarily not admitted to 

Communion. There are certain circumstances in which non-Catholic Christians 

may be admitted to receive Holy Communion – but this should be discussed 

personally with a priest well before Mass. 

 
Thank you. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

UPCOMING LITURGIES AND EVENTS 

 

            October  2023 
 

 7  

Saturday 

 

Our Lady  
of the Rosary  
 

 

8  
 

Sunday  

 
 

9am Mass 
Rite of Election 
 

2pm Sunday  
Public Tour 
 

7pm 
EMBRACE 
Young Adults  

9  

Monday 

 

 
 
 
 
 

10 

Tuesday 

 

11  

Wednesday 

 
 

6:30pm 
RCIA 

(Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) 

12  

Thursday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30pm 

CITY  
COMPASS 

13 

Friday  

 

14  

Saturday 

 

 

15  
 

Sunday  

 

2pm Sunday  
Public Tour 
 
 
 

7pm 
EMBRACE 
Young Adults  

16  

Monday 

 

 
 
 
 
 

17 

Tuesday 

St Ignatius  
of Antioch 

18  

Wednesday 

St Luke  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30pm 
RCIA 

(Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults)  

19  

Thursday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30pm 

CITY  
COMPASS 

20 

Friday  

 

21  

Saturday 

 

 

22  
 

Sunday  

 

WORLD MISSION DAY   
 

10.30am Mass 
Life, Marriage 
and Family 
Sunday  
(previously known as 

Marriage Mass) 
 

2pm Sunday  
Public Tour 
 

7pm 
EMBRACE 
Young Adults  

23  

Monday 

 

 
 
 
 
 

24 

Tuesday 
 

25  

Wednesday 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6:30pm 
RCIA 

(Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) 

26  

Thursday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30pm 

CITY  
COMPASS 

27 

Friday  

 

28  

Saturday 

 

Sts. Simon &  
Jude 

29  
 

Sunday  

 
 

10.30am Mass 
Adult 
Confirmation 
 
 

2pm Sunday  
Public Tour 

 

7pm 
EMBRACE 
Young Adults  

30  

Monday 

 

 
 
 
 

 

31 

Tuesday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATHOLIC MISSION APPEAL 
7th AND 8th OCTOBER 2023 



 

 

CATHEDRAL NOTICES 
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http://www.caritas.org.au
http://www.gomakedisciples.org.au/cas-events
https://vocationcentre.org.au/events/mens-silent-retreat-2023/
https://divineretreatcentre.org/


 

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

   

   

   

   

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 

Looking to join a group and have the opportunity to meet other  
like-minded young adults? 

 

 then St Mary’s Cathedral “EMBRACE” invites you to  
join them! 

Meeting every Sunday after the 6pm Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral House, (next to St 

Mary’s Cathedral), young people between the ages of 18-35 gather to discuss and 

enjoy activities and youth projects designed to support spiritual development and 

encourage active practice of the faith.   

The group is run by our very own Fr Emmanuel Lubega.   All welcome. 

 

https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/
https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/
https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/
https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/
http://www.trybooking.com/CJTNF


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/

