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TWENTY SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

 

                          2023 

 

St Mary’s Cathedral Parish  
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St Columbkille’s Church,  
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

FIRST READING   Ezekiel 18:25-28 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 
The sinner who decides to turn against sinfulness deserves to live. 
 

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows: 'You object, "What the 
Lord does is unjust." Listen, you House of Israel: is what I do unjust? Is it not 
what you do that is unjust? When the upright man renounces his integrity to 
commit sin and dies because of this, he dies because of the evil that he himself 
has committed. When the sinner renounces sin to become law- abiding and 
honest, he deserves to live. He has chosen to renounce all his previous sins; he 
shall certainly live; he shall not die.' 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM   Ps 24:4-9 

R. Remember your mercies, O Lord. 

Lord, make me know your ways. 
Lord, teach me your paths. 
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: 

for you are God my saviour. R. 
Remember your mercy, Lord, 
and the love you have shown from of old. 
Do not remember the sins of my youth. 
In your love remember me, 

because of your goodness, O Lord. R. 
 



 

 

 
The Lord is good and upright. 
He shows the path to those who stray, 
he guides the humble in the right path; 

he teaches his way to the poor. R. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECOND READING   Philippians 2:1-11 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 
In your minds you must be the same as Christ Jesus. 
 

If our life in Christ means anything to you, if love can persuade at all, or the 
Spirit that we have in common, or any tenderness and sympathy, then be united 
in your convictions and united in your love, with a common purpose and a 
common mind. That is the one thing which would make me completely happy. 
There must be no competition among you, no conceit; but everybody is to be 
self-effacing. Always consider the other person to be better than yourself, so 
that nobody thinks of his own interests first but everybody thinks of other 
people's interests instead. In your minds you must be the same as Christ Jesus: 

His state was divine, 
yet he did not cling 
to his equality with God 
but emptied himself 
to assume the condition of a slave, 
and became as men are; 
and being as all men are, 
he was humbler yet, 
even to accepting death, 
death on a cross. 
But God raised him high 
and gave him the name 
which is above all other names 
so that all beings 
in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, 
 
 
 



 

 
 

should bend the knee at the name of Jesus 
and that every tongue should acclaim 
Jesus Christ as Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   John 10:27 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord; 
I know them, and they follow me. 
Alleluia! 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

GOSPEL   Matthew 21:28-32 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
He went out moved by regret. The tax collectors and prostitutes will precede you 
into the kingdom of God. 
 

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people, 'What is your 
opinion? A man had two sons. He went and said to the first, "My boy, you go 
and work in the vineyard today." He answered, "I will not go", but afterwards 
thought better of it and went. The man then went and said the same thing to 
the second who answered, "Certainly, sir", but did not go. Which of the two did 
the father's will?' 'The first' they said. Jesus said to them, 'I tell you solemnly, tax 
collectors and prostitutes are making their way into the kingdom of God before 
you. For John came to you, a pattern of true righteousness, but you did not 
believe him, and yet the tax collectors and prostitutes did. Even after seeing 
that, you refused to think better of it and believe in him.' 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 



 

 

WORD FROM THE DEAN 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors, 

 

This week, the meetings of the Synod “on Synodality” begin in Rome. Our 

Archbishop, Anthony Fisher OP, will be one of the participants, along with 

several other Australian bishops and lay people. 

Meetings such as this Synod are important events in the life of the Church, and 

we are asked by the Holy Father Pope Francis to pray especially for the 

Synod, which will be in session for almost the whole of October. 

I myself will be taking a holiday for much of October. I’m sure the other priests 

will look after you, but the cathedral community will still be in my prayers! 

 

Fr Don Richardson, Dean 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 

1. In Australia Catholics may receive Holy Communion standing or kneeling.  

2. In Australia Catholics may receive Holy Communion on the tongue or in the 

hand. They are to respond “Amen” after the priest or minister says “The Body 

of Christ” before they receive. 

 
. 

PLEASE NOTE:  

• If you are receiving on the tongue, PLEASE DO IT PROPERLY.  

The minister is not supposed to have to put fingers into  

your mouth. You are supposed to open your mouth and  

extend your tongue to cover your front teeth. Nor should  

you poke your tongue right out. Open your mouth, extend  

your tongue slightly, and tilt your head back slightly. 

 

 

• If you are receiving on the hand, PLEASE DO IT PROPERLY.  

Your hands should be bare, empty and clean. Place  

one hand open on top of the other so the minister can  

place the host on the open palm of your hand.  Allow  

the minister to place the host on the palm of your hand.  

Then take the host with the fingers of your other hand  

and place it in your mouth, in the presence of the  

minister – do not walk away with the host!  

 

• Because Catholics believe that the celebration of the Eucharist is a sign of the 

reality of the oneness of faith, life, and worship, members of those churches 

with whom we are not yet fully united are ordinarily not admitted to 

Communion. There are certain circumstances in which non-Catholic Christians 

may be admitted to receive Holy Communion – but this should be discussed 

personally with a priest well before Mass. 

 
Thank you. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

UPCOMING LITURGIES AND EVENTS 
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CATHOLIC MISSION APPEAL 
7th AND 8th OCTOBER 2023 



 

 

CATHEDRAL NOTICES 
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 Mission Appeal - 7th and 8th October 2023 

http://www.caritas.org.au
https://www.catholicmission.org.au/


 

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

   

   

   

   

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You Are Not Alone Retreat Day 
 

“You are not alone” is a retreat day for couples who are 
struggling or have been unable to have children due to 
infertility, miscarriage or stillbirth. The day will be held on the 
7th of October 2023 at the Mt Schoenstatt Spirituality 
Centre, Mulgoa and will include meals, talks, prayer, 
reflection, and sharing. The Emmanuel Community will 
facilitate the retreat with the support of the Life Marriage and 
Family Team. Couples should RSVP by the 2nd of October 

at http://www.trybooking.com/CKWXP 

https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/
http://www.trybooking.com/CFBRD
https://tobi.sydneycatholic.org/tob-love-responsibility/
https://gomakedisciples.org.au/didasko/
http://www.trybooking.com/CKWXP
http://www.gomakedisciples.org.au/cas-events
https://vocationcentre.org.au/events/mens-silent-retreat-2023/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Life, Marriage and Family Sunday 
 

All families are invited to come to 10:30 Mass at St Mary's Cathedral on Sunday, 22 October 2023 with an opportunity to 
renew marital promises and a special blessing for families.  
Join us after Mass at the Cathedral Hall to witness and celebrate couples celebrating significant wedding anniversaries. 
Registrations are essential to receive a certificate. RSVP by no later than 8 October 
at  http://www.trybooking.com/CJTNF. 
For further information contact the Life Marriage and Family Office:  lifemarriagefamily@sydneycatholic.org  

http://www.trybooking.com/CJTNF
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/fxjtd/2221553/xAY1J45rouAxMEySKlz2zeUcjQhiqDtVql_1pQtX.html
mailto:lifemarriagefamily@sydneycatholic.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 

Looking to join a group and have the opportunity to meet 
other like-minded young adults? 

 

 then St Mary’s Cathedral “EMBRACE” invites you to 
join them! 

Meeting every Sunday after the 6pm Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral House, (next to St Mary’s 

Cathedral), young people between the ages of 18-35 gather to discuss and enjoy activities and youth 

projects designed to support spiritual development and encourage active practice of the faith. 

 
This week’s topic of interest for discussion will be “Laudate Deum” Pope Francis' next Apostolic 

Exhortation.  All welcome. 

 

https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/
https://www.stmaryscathedral.org.au/
https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/
https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/
https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/
https://stmaryscathedral.org.au/

