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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

FIRST READING   1 Samuel 16:1, 6-7, 10-13 (Year A) 

A reading from the first book of Samuel 
In the presence of the Lord God, they anointed David king of Israel. 
 

The Lord said to Samuel, 'Fill your horn with oil and go. I am sending you to Jesse of 
Bethlehem, for I have chosen myself a king among his sons.' When Samuel arrived, he 
caught sight of Eliab and thought, 'Surely the Lord's anointed one stands there before 
him,' but the Lord said to Samuel, 'Take no notice of his appearance or his height for I 
have rejected him; God does not see as man sees; man looks at appearances but the 
Lord looks at the heart.' Jesse presented his seven sons to Samuel, but Samuel said to 
Jesse, 'The Lord has not chosen these.' He then asked Jesse, 'Are these all the sons you 
have?' He answered, 'There is still one left, the youngest; he is out looking after the 
sheep.' Then Samuel said to Jesse, 'Send for him; we will not sit down to eat until he 
comes.' Jesse had him sent for, a boy of fresh complexion, with fine eyes and pleasant 
bearing. The Lord said, 'Come, anoint him, for this is the one.' At this, Samuel took the 
horn of oil and anointed him where he stood with his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord 
seized on David and stayed with him from that day on. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM   Ps 22 (Year A) 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; 
      there is nothing I shall want. 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures 
where he gives me repose. 
Near restful waters he leads me, 

to revive my drooping spirit. R. 
 



 

 
He guides me along the right path; 
he is true to his name. 
If I should walk in the valley of darkness 
no evil would I fear. 
You are there with your crook and your staff; 

with these you give me comfort. R. 
 

You have prepared a banquet for me 
in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; 

my cup is overflowing. R. 
 

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 
all the days of my life. 
In the Lord's own house shall I dwell 

for ever and ever. R. 

 

 
SECOND READING   Ephesians 5:8-14 (Year A) 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 
Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you. 
 

You were darkness once, but now you are light in the Lord; be like children of light, for 
the effects of the light are seen in complete goodness and right living and truth. Try to 
discover what the Lord wants of you, having nothing to do with the futile works of 
darkness but exposing them by contrast. The things which are done in secret are things 
that people are ashamed even to speak of; but anything exposed by the light will be 
illuminated and anything illuminated turns into light. That is why it is said: 

Wake up from your sleep, 
rise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you. 

 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   John 8:12 (Year A) 

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 
whoever follows me will have the light of life. 
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL   John 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 (Year A) 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
The blind man went off and washed himself and came away with his sight restored. 
 

As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. He spat on the 
ground, made a paste with the spittle, put this over the eyes of the blind man and said 
to him, 'Go and wash in the Pool of Siloam' (a name that means 'sent'). So the blind man 
went off and washed himself, and came away with his sight restored. 
 

His neighbours and people who earlier had seen him begging said, 'Isn't this the man 
who used to sit and beg?' Some said, 'Yes, it is the same one.' Others said, 'No, he only 
looks like him.' The man himself said, 'I am the man.' 
 

They brought the man who had been blind to the Pharisees. It had been a sabbath day 
when Jesus made the paste and opened the man's eyes, so when the Pharisees asked 
him how he had come to see, he said, 'He put a paste on my eyes, and I washed, and I 
can see.' Then some of the Pharisees said, 'This man cannot be from God: he does not 
keep the sabbath.' Others said 'How could a sinner produce signs like this?' And there 
was disagreement among them. So they spoke to the blind man again, 'What have you 
to say about him yourself, now that he has opened your eyes?' 'He is a prophet', replied 
the man. 
 

'Are you trying to teach us,' they replied 'and you a sinner through and through, since 
you were born!' And they drove him away. 
 

Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when he found him he said to him, 'Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?' 'Sir,' the man replied 'tell me who he is so that I may believe 
in him'. Jesus said, 'You are looking at him; he is speaking to you.' The man said, 'Lord, I 
believe', and worshipped him. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 



 

 

WORD FROM THE DEAN 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Dear Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors, 

In the Gospel passage for this Sunday, we meet a man born blind who 

receives not only the gift of sight, but the gift of faith in God. 

God, who is invisible to us, and beyond our comprehension, nevertheless 

speaks to us, makes Himself known to us, moves among us and calls us into 

friendship with Him. The response to this action of God is faith.  

The faith-response can be described as “obedience”, a word which people 

seem frightened to use these days, as if obedience were a negative, rather 

than a positive value.  

But “obedience” comes from the Latin ob-audire, to "hear or listen to."  We 

hear God, we listen to him, and we submit freely to what we have heard from 

God, because it is Truth, God is Truth.  

This is the obedience of faith in God that brings eternal life. In faith we allow 

ourselves to be caught up into the stream of God’s will, with trust in Him. Faith 

is a joy, faith is the opening of our eyes.  

Jesus Christ is God making Himself known to us, moving among us, calling us 

into the most perfect friendship with him.  This is what is manifest in the man 

born blind when he receives sight from Jesus: “Lord, I believe.”  

May we, too, freely offer that same obedience of faith, which was also manifest 

in a unique way by the Blessed Virgin Mary at the Annunciation – which we 

commemorate next Saturday, 25th March. 

Every blessing for the week ahead, 
 

Fr Don Richardson, Dean 

 



 

 

UPCOMING LITURGIES AND EVENTS 

 

      March – April 2023 
 

 18 

Saturday 
 

 

19   
 

Sunday  

 

Fourth Sunday  

of Lent 
 

2pm Sunday  
Public Tour 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7pm 
EMBRACE 
Young Adults 
 

20 

Monday 

 

ST JOSEPH, 

SPOUSE OF 

THE BLESSED 

VIRGIN MARY  

 

21 

Tuesday 
 

 

22 

Wednesday 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

6:30pm 
RCIA 

(Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) 

23  

Thursday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30pm 

CITY  
COMPASS 

24 

Friday  

 

 
 
 

12:15pm 
STATIONS OF 
THE CROSS 

25  

Saturday 
 

The 

ANNUNCIATION 

of the LORD 

 

26   
 

Sunday  

 

Fifth Sunday  

of Lent 
 

Today’s 10.30am 
Solemn Mass  
Day of the Unborn 
Child  
12pm Angelus and 
Procession 
1.30pm Benediction 
 

2pm Sunday  
Public Tour 
 

27 

Monday 

 

 

28 

Tuesday 
 

 

29 

Wednesday 

 

 
 

6:30pm 
RCIA 

(Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) 

30  

Thursday 

 
 
 
 
 

6:30pm 

CITY  
COMPASS 
 

31 

Friday  

 

12:15pm 
STATIONS OF 
THE CROSS 

1  

Saturday 
 

 

2   
 

Sunday  
 

2pm Sunday  
Public Tour 
 

3 

Monday 

 

 

4 

Tuesday 
 

 

5 

Wednesday 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30pm 
RCIA 

(Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) 

6  
 

MAUNDY 

THURSDAY 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Mass Times 
 

10.30am  
Chrism Mass 
 

6.30pm Mass of 
the Lord’s Supper 
 

9.00pm Compline 
 

7 
 

GOOD  

FRIDAY 
 

Mass Times 
 
10.00am Stations 
of the Cross 
 
3.00pm  
Passion  
of the  
Lord 

8  
HOLY 

SATURDAY 
 

Mass Times 
 

10.00am 

Tenebrae 
 

6.30pm  

Easter  

Vigil 

9   
 

     EASTER 

       SUNDAY 
 
 

Mass Times 
 
7.00am  
 

9.00am 
 

10.30am 
 
5pm Vespers & 
Benediction 
 

6.00pm 

10 

EASTER 
MONDAY 

 

 

Public Holiday 

Mass 9am 

11 

Tuesday 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resume  
normal  
Liturgy 
Schedule 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAINT 

JOSEPH 

HOLY WEEK 

HOLY WEEK 
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                                                                                                                                      Mission: Change their lives… and yours 
 

Communities in Africa, Asia or the Pacific are seeking 
Australians from a variety of professions and trades to 
share their skills with those who have less opportunity to 
develop their talents.  On our website you can also read 
news from those currently supported in Timor-Leste, 
Samoa, American Samoa and Thailand. Please enquire 
further about potential assignments for you or someone 

you know. Phone: 02 9560 5333 or 0422 472 567 or 
visit our website: www.palms.org.au 

https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/
https://www.stmaryscathedral.org.au/
https://www.lifeandfamily.com.au/
https://www.vocationcentre.org.au/
https://www.gomakedisciples.org.au/
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/wvv3v/2220676/FhJEyO7YSWpA5p70QmfLEM97bgsvo56pTdo.umXS.html
https://palms.org.au/
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