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WORD from the Dean 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

Dear Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors, 

 
Welcome to St Mary’s Cathedral, whether this is your first visit or you are a “regular.” 

The new year is well underway, and we are readjusting to having a lot more people 

at Mass again. School is back, the Choir is back, more and more city workers are 

back… let’s hope and pray it “sticks”! 

You are probably aware of the Plenary Council of the Catholic Church in Australia, 

which had its First Session last year and will have its Second Session right here in 

Sydney on the Cathedral precinct in early July. The Plenary Council is a national 

affair, and considers matters specific to the Church in Australia. 

World-wide, Pope Francis has set in motion a Synod on synodality, a gathering to 

reflect on the theme “For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation and Mission.” 

If you are excited by this and would like to be part of the synodal journey at the local 

level, thus contributing to the consultation for the worldwide synod about synodality, 

you can find out more on the Australian Catholic Bishops website: 

www.catholic.org.au/synodalchurch. To make this easier there are some leaflets just 

arrived from the Bishops Conference (they were supposed to be here before 

Christmas) which have a QR code you can scan to take you directly to the web 

page.  At least we all know what QR codes are these days… 

As the Gospel says, “Happy you who weep now: you shall laugh.” 

Every blessing for the week ahead, 

 
Fr Don Richardson,  
Dean 

 

 

 

http://www.catholic.org.au/synodalchurch
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