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Word from the Dean 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dear Parishioners and Visitors, 

 
When Mary visited her relative Elizabeth, there was much joy, as we read in today’s Gospel 

passage for the fourth Sunday of Advent. The two women had so much to talk about, because 

God was doing such extraordinary things in their lives.  Both women were pregnant in amazing 

circumstances, and there were more signs and wonders going to happen when the time came for 

Elizabeth’s son, John, was born and then when Mary’s Son, Jesus, was born six months later. 

Fortunately, when Mary travelled to the hill country of Judah to visit Elizabeth, and when she went 

back home three months later there were no Covid-19 related border passes required.  So many 

Australians are looking forward to being able to visit their family again this Christmas-time, after a 

long period of enforced separation. We need to be able to share things in person, and to be with 

those we love, even if only for a time.  

There is a certain amount of nervousness: will our Christmas plans be interrupted yet again by 

Covid restrictions? But as human beings we cannot flourish without each other and as Christ’s 

people we cannot live without the Eucharist. Of course, caution and care are required as we move 

around, travel, and gather together. In life, and for life, some risks are worth taking, need to be 

taken, though not recklessly or without care for others. 

The “Gloria!” of the angels will call us to the Crib. With the shepherds and the angels themselves, 

we will watch in reverence as the Virgin Mary nurses her baby. We will ask ourselves “What can 

this mean? Can God really love the world so much that He has been born into it? How can I ever 

give enough thanks to Him?”   

So, let’s cherish the opportunity to come to Mass and to visit and celebrate this Christmas-time. 

With our hearts and minds refreshed and our hope restored, we will be better able to journey 

towards whatever the new year may hold.   

The cathedral clergy are looking forward to seeing you at Christmas… but not all at once!  To help 

spread out the numbers and reduce crowding, once again this year there is an additional, 10pm, 

Mass on the night of Christmas Eve. That’s four Masses that night, and another four on Christmas 

Day (five when you add the 6am Dawn Mass for the folk who are attached to the Traditional Latin 

Mass). During this last week of Advent let’s pray, and act, for a safe Christmas! 

 
 

Fr Don Richardson,  
 
Dean 
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https://www.stmaryscathedral.org.au/purchase-fr-dons-new-book-beauty-and-light-with-faith/
https://lightsofchristmas.com.au/
https://donate.vinnies.org.au/christmas-kindness?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIqdfyne7G9AIVSx0rCh3ndA8AEAAYAyAAEgL0JvD_BwE
https://www.stmaryscathedral.org.au/about-us/cathedral-community/embrace-youth-group/

