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UPCOMING LITURGIES AND EVENTS

December 2021
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Mass
Mondayto Friday: 6.45am, 1.10pm, 5.30pm
Saturday:9.00am, 12noon
Saturday Vigil:6:00pm
Sunday: 7:00am, 9:00am, 10:30am (Solemn Choral Mass), 12:15pm (Latin Mass), 6:00pm

Reconciliation
Monday to Friday: 12.00noonto 1:00pm, 5.00pm to 5.25pm
Saturday: 11.30am o 11.55am, 4.30pm to 5.30pm

Evening Vespers
Monday-Friday:5.00pm
Saturday: 5:30pm
Sunday:5.00pm
(Choral Vespers and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament)

CHRISTMAS LITURGY
2021 SCHEDULE

FRIDAY 24th DECEMBER:

5.00pm: 1st Vespers of Christmas (Evening Prayer)
6.00pm: Mass, Vigil of Christmas
8.00pm: Mass, Vigil of Christmas
10.00pm: Mass of Christmas Night
11.15pm: Matins of Christmas (The Office of Readings)
Followed by midnight Mass of Christmas Night (Archbishop)

SATURDAY 25th DECEMBER:

7.00am: Mass of Christmas Day

9.00am: Mass of Christmas Day
10.30am: Mass of Christmas Day (Archbishop)

6.00pm: Mass of Christmas Day

MAXIMUM CAPACITY IS 1200
NO BOOKINGS ALLOWED
MASKS ARE MANDATORY
Please remember to practice social distancing




WORD FROM THE DEAN

Dear Parishioners and Visitors,

Advent is a liturgical season of preparation for Christmas especially by means of penance.
How could it be anything other than penitential, as on the First Sunday of Advent (Year C)
we hear the cry of Jesus “Watch yourselves, or your hearts will be coarsened with
debauchery and drunkenness and the cares of life”; on the Second Sunday, the cry of John
the Baptist proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, and today, on
the Third Sunday, the Baptist’'s warning that Christ will “gather the wheat into his barn, but
the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go out!”

In the early centuries of the Church in the West, Advent was, like Lent, a longer period of

forty days of fasting before the Nativity, with six Sundays in some places, but in Rome by

the time of Pope St Gregory the Great it was celebrated with four Sundays, as we still do

in our Roman Rite. In imitation of Lent, a mid-point of the penitential season is marked by
a more joyful character, with the use of rose-coloured vestments and a bit more splendor

in the liturgy.

It is a particular annual challenge, Advent, because the last few weeks of the year do
indeed tend to be marked a bit by “debauchery and drunkenness and the cares of life.”
Those are obviously not the ways to prepare for the coming of the Lord and the joys of
heaven.

However, Christian penance should not make us gloomy, nor should it prevent us making
joyful preparations for the great feast of Christmas. As St Paul wrote in the Second
Reading today, “| want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord” — that happiness is
based on us receiving the Gospel and trying to put it into practice. Like the people in
today’s Gospel reading who ask John “Master, what must we do?” we need to not only
listen to the answer, but try to act on it. And we rejoice as we do so, because Christ is
with us!

Have a great week, penitential and joyful!

Fr Don Richardson,

Dean




CATHEDRAL NOTICE

01
Will pray
the Holy Rosary

12t December @7pm
(after the Sunday’s 6pm Mass)
St Mary's Cathedral Office
For enquiries:
embrace@stmaryscathedral.org.au
029220 0400
Say tune for SYMBOLON 2022 Session 4: The story of Salvation, Session 5:
Who is Jesus?, Session 6: The Paschal Mystery, Session 7: The Holy Spirit and
the Life of Grace, Session 8: Why do | need the Church?, Session 9: Mary and
the Saints, Session 10: The Last Things

Purchase your copy now!

BEAUTY
AND
LIGHT
with FAITH

By
Fr Donald Richardson
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BEAUTY AND LIGHT WITH FAITH, The Stained Glass Windows of
St Mary’s Cathedral, is 4 guide which takes the reader through the history
I stained glass window of St Mary's Cathedral and

pt. The beauty and story in each window may serve to draw the reader
closer to their faith,
Book can also be purchased at St Mary's Cathedral SHOP
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St Vincent de Paul Society
god works

St Vincent de Paul Society Christmas Appeal

The St Vincent de Paul Society is currently having its Christmas Appeal.
support the Societies charitable works in the local area you can give cash to the poor boxes
within St Mary’s Cathedral, or donate via the fundraiser web page, which also contains
information about how your donations are used to provide financial and practical support

within Woolloomooloo and Darlinghurst area,

https://my.fundraise.vinniesnsw.org.au/fundraise-your-way/st-mary-s-cathedral-conference orscan

| Friday 17 December 2021

Catholic
Cemeteries +
Crematoria
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Warmly invites you and your family
to join us at our special interfaith

i
y

REMEMBRANCE SERVICE
to remember those we have lost
during 2021 and past years.

Sunday 12th December, 2021
7.30pm at St Mary’s Cathedral
Presided by Bishop Terence Brady,
with live music performances.
After the service, please join us to view
the Lights of Christmas.

All visitors to the Cathedral must check
in with a QR code and wear a mask.

www.catholiccemeteries.com.au
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11am/7pm
The Choir of St Mary’s Cathedral

.meSydney Youth Orchestra SYDNEY

you would like to

the QR code

You can also give to the wider works of Vinnies at www.vinnies.org.au. Thank you for your
If you are interested in becoming involved locally, you can email

support.
cathedral.conference@vinnies.org.au.
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OF CHRISTMAS
presentep By PAYNTERDIXON

SYDNEY'S FAVOURITE
FREE CHRISTMAS EVENT

9-25 December 2021
lightsofchristmas.com.au
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https://www.stmaryscathedral.org.au/purchase-fr-dons-new-book-beauty-and-light-with-faith/
https://www.stickytickets.com.au/e9o9s/cathedral_christmas_celebration.aspx
https://lightsofchristmas.com.au/
https://donate.vinnies.org.au/christmas-kindness?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIqdfyne7G9AIVSx0rCh3ndA8AEAAYAyAAEgL0JvD_BwE
https://www.stmaryscathedral.org.au/about-us/cathedral-community/embrace-youth-group/
https://catholiccemeteries.com.au/

