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UPCOMING LITURGIES AND EVENTS 

 

  June – July 2021  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 

Saturday 
IMMACULATE 

HEART 

13 

Sunday 
Sydney Centre for 
Evangelisation  
Discipleship Retreat 

14 

Monday 
Queen’s Birthday 

Public Holiday 

9am Mass  

15 

Tuesday 

16 

Wednesday 
 

6:30pm 
RCIA 

(Rite of Christian 

Initiation of 

Adults) 

17 

Thursday 
 

6:30pm 
CITY 

COMPASS 

18 

Friday 

19 

Saturday 

 

20 

Sunday 
Dempsey Medal 
Award Ceremony 
at 10.30am Mass 

21 

Monday 
 

St Aloysius Gonzaga 

22 

Tuesday 
 

Sts John Fisher & 
Thomas More 

23 

Wednesday 
 

6:30pm 
RCIA 

(Rite of Christian 

Initiation of 

Adults) 

24 

Thursday 
Nativity of St 
John the Baptist 
 
6:30pm 
CITY  

COMPASS 

25 

Friday 

26 

Saturday 

 

27 

Sunday 
 

 

28 

Monday 
 

St Irenaeus 
 

  

29 

Tuesday 
 

Sts Peter & Paul 
 

 

30 

Wednesday 
 

6:30pm 
RCIA 

(Rite of Christian 

Initiation of 

Adults) 

1 JULY 

Thursday 
 

6:30pm 
CITY 

COMPASS 

2 

Friday 

3 

Saturday 
 

St Thomas 

4 

Sunday 

5 

Monday 

6 

Tuesday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Word from the Dean 
 

 
 
 
 
 T 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors, 

 
I write this from the presbytery of the cathedral’s  
sister-parish on Norfolk Island, 1600km north-east  
of Sydney, where I am engaged in a few days of  
Covid-delayed pastoral activity. It is lovely to be  
back with the small Catholic community here. 

 
In 1834 Fr W.B. Ullathorne sailed to Norfolk Island from Sydney to minister 
to several prisoners sentenced to be executed. Reminiscing later about 
Norfolk, he wrote of it as “one of the most beautiful spots in the universe” 
and I can hardly disagree. 

 
The First Reading (Ezekiel 17:22-24) and Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 91) 
speak of branches and shoots, of mountains and noble tall trees, of birds in 
the branches and fruit on the bough. The scriptures might almost be 
describing Norfolk Island in the 1800’s and even still today. Fr Ullathorne 
wrote: “Ascending again through the dark forest, we find rising on every 
side, amongst other strange forest trees, the gigantic pine of Norfolk 
Island… Through these we at length reach the crown of Mount Pitt, 
whence the tout ensemble in so small a space is indescribable, of rock, 
forest, valley, cornfield, islets, seabirds, land birds, sunshine and sea.” 

 
As the Lord Jesus speaks of in the Gospel passage (Mark 4.26-34), the 
growth and fruitfulness of  plants and trees puts one in mind of the 
Kingdom of God, that sacred seed which continues to grow, to crop, and to 
draw us into its safe shelter. 

 
Some last words from Fr Ullathorne: “As the sun at eventide slants his 
yellow rays between the pines and the mountain, they show like the 
bronzed spires of some vast cathedral flooded in golden light.”* 

 
Fr Don Richardson, Dean.  
 

*Excerpts from Ullathrorne’s autobiographical The Devil is a Jackass, Leo Madigan (Ed), Downside Abbey Publications, 1995. 

St Philip Howard Catholic Church, Norfolk Island 



 

 

CATHEDRAL NOTICE 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

The 2021 Archdiocesan Marriage Preparation course,  
Of Life and Love, will be held on the following dates:  
 

Saturday 14 August commencing at 10 am and  
then Thursday evenings 19, 26 August &  
02 September 2021 
 

To Book Online - https://www.trybooking.com/BMTLF 
 

For further information, please contact  
The Life, Marriage and Family team on  
(02) 9307 8480  
or e-mail steven.buhagiar@sydneycatholic.org. 

 

https://www.trybooking.com/BMTLF
mailto:steven.buhagiar@sydneycatholic.org

