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Word from the Dean 
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Dear Cathedral Parishioners, Visitors and Friends, 

We honour the fallen Anzacs this weekend, giving thanks for their 

sacrifice and praying for their souls and the souls of all who have 

died in war. We are mindful too of those who have served our 

country more recently. Too, too many of them are dying after their 

return from the theatre of war or resuming civilian life. Perhaps 

the recently announced Royal Commission into Defence and 

Veteran Suicide will help our community  understand better how 

to help and heal. May the intercession of St Michael the 

Archangel and St Martin of Tours assist all who serve in our 

Defence Force. 

Another commemoration with particular relevance to Australia 

and New Zealand occurs on Wednesday of this week: the feast 

day of St Peter Chanel, the first Martyr of Oceania. This young 

French Marist Father was a missionary on the island of Futuna, 

which lies in the Pacific between Fiji and Samoa. He was killed in 

1841 and in 1849 his holy remains were brought for a time to 

Sydney, to the Marist establishment at Hunters Hill, before being 

taken to France. The Marist Fathers have a church named in his 

honour in Futuna Street in Woolwich in Sydney. There is a statue 

of St Peter Chanel here in the cathedral, in the reredos of the 

Altar of St Peter.  

May the week ahead be full of blessings for us all, 

Fr Don Richardson, Dean. 
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