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Word from the Dean 
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Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed! 

Dear Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors,  

How fortunate we are here, that we can come together to celebrate the 

Resurrection of Christ today. So many people around the world are still 

restricted in their ability to move around their towns and cities, to worship 

together and to gather with family and friends. So many people in other 

countries are getting sick and dying from Covid-19. Yes, many in our state 

and country are suffering from pandemic-related pressure on their jobs, 

businesses, health and wellbeing, and the recent floods have been heart-

breaking for many in parts of New South Wales. And yes, there may be 

further difficult times ahead for us before this pandemic is over. But even so, 

we in Sydney are especially blessed, and today we have the opportunity to 

praise the Risen Christ and to ask him to bless everyone and free our world 

from all the effects of the Fall. 

Since last Easter, which we kept in a time of great restriction and mostly 

closed churches, we have been able to return to a fuller programme of 

liturgical, devotional and pastoral life here at St Mary’s Cathedral. My aim is 

that we should not return to what was “normal” before Covid, but that we 

should continue to expand the life of the cathedral in the service of the 

Gospel.   

This is an important time in the life of the Church in Sydney, with the recent 

launch of the Mission Plan, “Go Make Disciples” and the 200th Anniversary of 

the foundation of the first St Mary’s Cathedral here, in October; and the 

meetings of the Church’s “Plenary Council” of Australia soon to be held. 

However, whatever we might hope for from plans and meetings and 

commemorations, what is most important is that each of you should know that 

the Lord loves you, calls you to be his friend and wants you to share your faith 

with your family and the whole world!   

With Paschal greetings from me and the other Cathedral priests Fr Brendan 

Purcell, Fr Gerard Woo Ling and Fr Lewi Barakat, and deep thanks to the 

Cathedral staff and our amazing music department, 

Fr Don Richardson, Dean 
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