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Word from the Dean 
 

 
 
 
 
 T 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors, 

Later this year, in October, we will commemorate 200 years since the 

foundation of the first St Mary’s Cathedral on this site. Just in this past 

week the rainy windy weather has done a little damage to some of the 

last remaining stonework from old St Mary’s, which stands outside the 

eastern side of the present cathedral. I am reminded of the words of 

Psalm 127, “Unless the Lord builds the house, in vain do its builders 

labour.” Appropriate stabilisation work is in hand to preserve this visible 

testimonial to the vision and tenacity of the first Catholic chaplain to the 

colony, Fr J.J. Therry, and those pioneer Catholics he served. 

This Lent seems to be flying past: next Sunday will be Palm Sunday 

already. Last year, due to the pandemic, we were restricted to a total of 

ten people at Mass on Palm Sunday. Instead of our usual crowded 

outdoor Blessing of Palms and Procession, the cathedral clergy 

processed from the Irish Saints Chapel to the main altar. Thanks be to 

God we are able to have a full outdoor Procession this year of up to 500 

people, with Covid-safe procedures. This will commence at 10.15am 

next Sunday, 28th March outside Cathedral House. Please note the start 

time is 10.15, not 10.30. 

Finally, this Thursday is the beautiful and deeply significant feast of the 

Annunciation of the Lord. I do hope many people will be able to join us 

for Mass and/or Vespers for the Annunciation: being a “Solemnity” we 

start celebrating it liturgically on Wednesday evening 24th  with  First 

Vespers at 5pm and Mass at 5.30, and continue on Thursday 25th with 

Mass at 6.45am, 1.10pm, and 5.30pm, and Second Vespers at 5pm. 

May the prayers of Our Lady accompany us all in the week ahead. 

 

Fr Don Richardson, Dean. 
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