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Word from the Dean 
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Dear Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors, 
 
March is an interesting month, as the summer begins to fade, the quality of 
the light changes, and the first hints of coolness begin to take hold. (Soon 
enough those nuisance London Plane trees on St Mary’s Road outside the 
cathedral will begin to drop their leaves by the tonne.) March is interesting 
liturgically, too, and I want to draw to your attention some upcoming 
commemorations and feasts: 
 

 8th March is the Anniversary of death of Archbishop Michael Kelly, 
4th Archbishop of Sydney, in 1940, “Michael the Builder” who 
completed the construction of the nave and crypt of St Mary’s. 

 13th March is the Anniversary of election of Pope Francis, in 2013. 

 16th March is the Anniversary of death in 1877of Archbishop John 
Bede Polding, our first Archbishop, and also the Anniversary of death 
of sixth Archbishop, Sir James Darcy Cardinal Freeman in 1991. 

 17th March is St Patrick’s Day, which has always been so important 
for the Church in Australia. 

 19th March is St Joseph’s Day, which takes on added significance 
during this current “Year of St Joseph” proclaimed by Pope Francis. 

 25th March is the wonderful feast of the Annunciation of the Lord. 
 
And our season of Lent continues throughout March this year, with all the 
spiritual opportunities and challenges which Lent provides. 
 
Check the notices and liturgy timetable for things to do here, and let’s 
enjoy March together at St Mary’s Cathedral! 
 
Fr Don Richardson, 
 
Dean 
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